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1. MPs Clash Outside House Over ‘Insult’ to Ambedkar /
e & fiT A & TET ‘HASHT BT JIATT HY AT
¢l (GS Paper-Il: Parliament)

2. RS Deputy Chairman rejects no-trust notice against
Dhankhar by Opposition / TSIHHT 3UTegaT A fa9aT garr
UAEs & WaTh IAI gFaT 1 @R fFaT (GS

Paper-Il: Parliament)
3. Delhi govt. imposes ban on firecrackers throughout the
year; SC directs U.P., Haryana govts. to follow suit /

feeeh T@R & @ A & fav ger@t v gfaser aem,
gl FIC A g, gRAOT TWEHRT F 8t AT w1 F A

fe=aT (GS Paper-lil: Environment)
4. SC stays Kerala High Court directives on elephant

parades at temple festivals / §f# & & ART 3cwal &

gITAAT T WS T T g8 P & ¢ W Udh IS
(GS Paper-Ill: Environment (Animals Rights) / (GS Paper-
I: A&C)
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5. Farmer Outfits Reject Centre’s Draft Policy on Agri
Marketing / fFamer el @ ¥ o @ &g f A6l

Aifa & @Rer a1 (GS Paper-IIl: Agriculture Marketing)
6. The Indian Constitution — Violated / R Ffaems —

3edHs (GS Paper-Il: Constitution / (GS Paper-I:
Ambedkar)
7. Reality Check on Sri Lanka’s Tamil Question / sffeisT &

dfAe ¥ 9 aEdfdsdr S (GS Paper-ll: India-Sri-

Lanka)
8. Crimes against humanity and an obtuse Indian stance /

ATGAT & f@Aw JIRY 3R v IJTIse AR 39 (GS
Paper-Il: International Treatise)
9. Positive Direction / ®RIcH® &2l (GS Paper-II: India-

China)
10. Should legislatures in India have fixed tenures? /

FIT ARG # Rt fr v 36 g« @fge? (GS

Paper-II: Parliament)
11. The Social Character of Scientific Knowledge /

denfas A FT FATTSS IRAT (Essay)
12. Only Union govt. can decide, says HC on Rahul

citizenship row / Tgel ARTRT faarg W 81§ FIE H

FgaT ¢ fF Hhad Fg AR & YT F T § (GS

Paper-II: Citizenship)
13. SC rejects contempt plea over dharam sansad nod /

e WG P IHATT ot W A FIE A AT Frfrawr
GRS #T (GS Paper-1I: Contempt of Court)
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Disrobing of women is a blot on the Constitution:

SC / AfRTHT FT AT FIT AU W FHodah: ;rq"mas‘ré
(GS Paper-I: Society)

15.

Govt. asks X to delete ‘partial’ clips of Shah’s

comments / BIHR o X ¥ eNMg & feoaioray & 3w
fFerT & gt H FaT (GS Paper-lIl: Cyber Crime)

MPs clash outside House
over ‘insult to Ambedkar

Two BJP members injured; FIR against Rahul for ‘causing grievous hurt, endangering life, using

criminal force’; Congress MPs say ruling party leaders manhandled them, file counter complaint

IGS Paper II: Parliament |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ies between the Op-
T position and Trea-

sury benches hit
rock bottom on Thursday,
with each side accusing the
other of physical assault
during a protest outside
Parliament over alleged in-

sults to the architect of the
Constitution, B.R.
Ambedkar.

Ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) MPs
and Opposition members
of the INDIA bloc took out
separate protest marches
and faced off at the entry
gate of the Parliament
House, leading to jostling
in which two BJP MPs were
injured and required hos-
pitalisation.

The Delhi Police regis-
tered a first information re-
port (FIR) against Rahul

Major tumult Congress leader Rahul Gandbhi visiting BJP MP
Pratap Sarangi, who was injured in a clash on Thursday. PTI

Gandhi, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, based on an earlier
complaint by BJP MPs, un-
der various sections of the
BNS for “voluntarily caus-
ing grievous hurt, endan-
gering life and personal sa-
fety of others and using
criminal force”.
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The Congress leaders,
on the other hand, accused
BJP MPs of “manhandling”
them to block their entry
into the Parliament build-
ing. They too lodged a
complaint accusing the BJP
MPs of using “criminal
force, assault and battery”
against Congress president

Mallikarjun Kharge.

The NDA MPs were prot-
esting the Congress’s al-
leged ill-treatment of Dr.
Ambedkar while the INDIA
bloc MPs were protesting
against Home Minister
Amit Shah’s statement that
it had “become a fashion to
keep repeating Ambed-
kar’s name”.

‘Not a wrestling ring’
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju accused
Mr. Gandhi of physically
pushing former Union Mi-
nister Pratap Sarangi and
BJP MP Mukesh Rajput,
while forcing his way past
them to enter Parliament.
“Parliament is not a place
to show physical strength.
It is not a wrestling ring,”
he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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MPs Clash Outside House Over ‘Insult’ to Ambedkar
G & &I dGd & TIgT ‘HASHT FT JATATT ST dhT
chIld

Two BJP members injured; FIR against Rahul Gandhi for “causing
grievous hurt, endangering life, using criminal force.”

& fod Ferd U, Tge I F FAS ThIEIR &, Fraat “ansi
e ggaE, Sfiae A A A sew AR AE a9 TE9T H AR §

e Congress MPs allege BJP leaders manhandled them, file counter-complaint.

FEAW Wl & IR AT fF AN AqEt F 39 g AR A7, 3R golea
RIId gl FS|

Tensions Between Opposition and Treasury Benches

a1 3t e et & diw qE

e Relations between Opposition and Treasury benches hit rock bottom during a
protest over alleged insults to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the architect of the Constitution.

fawer 3R woree vaT & WY O e G §U AT TS # Hiwre fAA .

AR, FESHT FT HIAT YHTT g3

e Separate protest marches by NSA and INDIA bloc MPs outside Parliament led to
jostling, injuring two BJP MPs who required hospitalisation.

THE & e AT AR SRAT selH F WAl F HAM-HAT YeeieT A Uerhr-HFn g3,
Sa# g derdr Iide g g v fSeg 3Eqdter H #cdt e 93|

FIR and Counter-Complaints

THITEIR 3R gere Rerad

e Delhi Police registered an FIR against Rahul Gandhi, alleging voluntary causing of
grievous hurt, endangering life, and using criminal force.

ﬁﬁ»ﬁgﬁmﬁugavﬁtﬁa;mwmémaé@r,mﬁmmaﬁzqgmﬁ,m
I WA H STl 3T 3ATS g FAT HT T

e Congress leaders accused BJP MPs of “manhandling” Mallikarjun Kharge, filing a
complaint for criminal force and assault.

FE A3 ¥ IRIT AT B Ao wiEE ¥ AfeawET @St ¥ WY geiaER R
3R 3mqfee go 3R gAer AT Rd gor WIS
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Protests Over Ambedkar's Name

HASHT & ATH FY ARV YT

NDA MPs protested against Congress for alleged ill-treatment of Dr. Ambedkar.
TASIT HHGT o 31, HASHT & HIAA o STGER HI o FHiIF & farer fram|

INDIA bloc MPs protested Home Minister Amit Shah's statement, saying it had
“become a fashion to keep repeating Ambedkar’s name.”

ST selleh & HIHA! o g AN HAT AE &F 94T &1 Ty foham, forqed gt = T
“Hage H ATH TR-GR GIgeAT heled & AT g1”

Parliamentary Affairs Minister’s Statement

ST I Al FT T

Minister Kiren Rijiju accused Rahul Gandhi of pushing BJP MPs, including Pratap
Sarangi and Mukesh Rajput, while entering Parliament.

AT fRRor RfSS] o Tge et W IRIT T & 35l TG 7 Ja2T A GA7T
o |iere, foreTel yard Arelt 3R FHer ST A g, e |

Rijiju remarked, “Parliament is not a wrestling ring.”

RIS & &g, “wag Feeht &1 r@msT 76 817

Injuries and Hospitalization of BJP MPs

dAiadr FrEel A M 3R reaarer A st

The BJP MPs Pratap Sarangi (69) and Mukesh Rajput were taken to Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital after sustaining head injuries.

69 gty A WAE FarT AREMT 3R Feher AT T W FaAlgY AT sreqarer o
ST 3T S 3og AT & AE S|
Mr. Sarangi had to get stitches on his temple.

Y FE & AT 9T & AT AT

Claims by BJP MP Phangnon Konyak
ot e BT FledTd HT g

Phangnon Konyak, a BJP MP from Nagaland, claimed she “felt very uncomfortable” as
Rahul Gandhi came close and started shouting at her.

eSS FHE B FleAH A arar b % 9F 9gd e Ay B
@w’m@mmmmmmw

PM Modi's Concern and Rijiju's Warning

wuTHEE A # R ik RSy i Jamaah
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi telephoned Mr. Sarangi and Mr. Rajput to inquire about
their health.

TUAHA g A A N 3R AN [T B Bl FWE 370 TG A SRR
ol

Kiren Rijiju, Parliamentary Affairs Minister, warned of appropriate action against
Rahul Gandhi, the LoP in Lok Sabha.

TET ATEt & FA R RS siraeT & ey & AT Tger aneft & fems
3T FRETE AT Aara= &

Accusations by Congress MPs

FEY AT F IRT

Rahul Gandhi accused BJP MPs of “manhandling” and “pushing” to prevent his
entry into the Parliament building.

Tger et o7 Sioldr Aiwel W “gedagr” 3R “UeFhl-Fahr” A1 HRIT 11 d1fH 3o
TG HdeT H JAA A I UFT ST Th|

Mr. Gandbhi told reporters that BJP MPs pushed and threatened him when he was
trying to enter Parliament.

A el F Fareeranit & Fgr o fiAdt FiHel o 3¢ gFw A ik gwh 5w a5
T H YA FleT dr HIfALT FT [ T

Police Complaints and Counter-Complaints

gferw Rierad 3 gfaferd

BJP MPs Anurag Thakur, Bansuri Swaraj, and Hemang Joshi lodged a police
complaint against Mr. Gandhi, accusing him of “attempt to murder, physical assault,
and incitement”.

diordt e T ST, g8 TS AR AT Seft o S anelr & fors gfow
RIPaa g7 WS, [T 37 W “gedT &1 999, ARIRE gF7ar 3R 3FER” F1 3R9

ol AT 91T
Congress MPs Digvijaya Singh, Mukul Wasnik, and others filed a counter-complaint,
accusing BJP MPs of “criminal force, assault, and battery” against Mr. Kharge.

Fidre wae RFaea R, gga amfas 3R 30w 7 gfaRewad aor w08, forasd
S Gigel 9T A @A & Q@ATE “IueE g, gHen 3T RNed” 1 3R Jemr

I

Support from INDIA Bloc MPs
sf3aT sdle & HiHSl FT AT
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INDIA bloc MPs, including T.R. Baalu (DMK), Sougata Ray (TMC), and Supriya Sule
(NCP), sent a letter to Speaker Om Birla, accusing BJP MPs of manhandling Mr.
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Gandhi.
3 ot & wiwal, S LR, a1e] (DMK), |hera I (TMC) 3R g g

(NCP) enfRer §, s TieT 317 faRaT I U g7 fisex Siordr aider it ameft & arer
geddgR & JRIY ST

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s Reaction

st ameft arst $Hr gfafmar

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra accused BJP MPs of pushing and shoving, stating it was a
conspiracy to protect Amit Shah.

forarer arief argT Y o FCT TR URT-HEHRT FT IR TG U el Iy AR
QITE I ST hl ATfTer 2T

Mr. Kharge’s Letter to Speaker
A @z FT TR FT 9T

Mr. Kharge alleged BJP MPs pushed him, causing him to lose balance, injure his
knees, and demanded an inquiry into the “attack”.

At WA A IR AT 7 SIS GiHeT A 3eg gFR 27, SEd 3T el f4erg
I 3R geoAl H A M| Segled “GHA H AT H AT |

NDA MPs’ Stand
TSI el HT 9aT

NDA MPs claimed Mr. Gandhi ignored a side passage and tried to push his way
through the middle of the stairs, leading to the jostling and injury.

TASIT FiFar A grar fhar 6l el aF wgs e F Ao Far ik @ &
fT ¥ STaEEd I fr PR F, T gFw-aFH A e o6l
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RS Deputy Chairman rejects no-trust
notice against Dhankhar by Opposition

IGS Pa%er II: Parliament |

NEW DELHI

The Deputy Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha, Hari-
vansh, rejected on Thurs-
day the Opposition’s no-
confidence motion against
Chairman Jagdeep Dhank-
har. He said in his ruling
that the notice was an act
of impropriety to mar the
reputation of the Vice-Pre-
sident. The reasons for re-
jection included a wrong
spelling of Mr. Dhankhar’s
name in the notice. Mr. Ha-
rivansh said he would issue
a detailed order soon.

In his ruling tabled on
Thursday afternoon, the
Deputy Chairman said the
matter came to him as the
Chairman recused himself
from considering the Op-
position’s notice signed by

Harivansh

60 members. He said the
no-confidence notice un-
der Article 67(b) of the
Constitution was not ad-
dressed to any specific
authority but publicised by
the main Opposition party,
the Congress. “Invoked Ar-
ticle 67(b) peremptorily
mandates at least 14 days’
prior notice for any resolu-
tion contemplating the
Vice-President’s removal.
Thus, December 10, 2024
notice of intention could

permit such a resolution
only after December 24,”
he said, noting that the
Winter Session was sche-
duled till December 20. “In
full know of the situation
that the resolution cannot
be brought during this ses-
sion, this was initiated only
to set a narrative against se-
cond highest Constitution-
al office and the Vice-Presi-
dent,” he said.

‘Casual and cavalier’

Mr. Harivansh said the not-
ice was replete with asser-
tions to malign Mr. Dhank-
har by listing events from
the time he assumed office
in August 2022. “A look at
the notice reveals it
couldn’t be more casual
and cavalier, wanting on
every conceivable aspect
and severally flawed — ab-

sence of addressee, ab-
sence of resolution text, in-
cumbent Vice-President’s
name not correctly spelt in
the entire petition, docu-
ments and videos asserted
not made part, premised
on links of disjointed me-
dia reports without auth-
entication and many
more,” the ruling said.

The Deputy Chairman
said the notice’s lack of bo-
na fides, and subsequent
events revealed it being “a
calculated unwholesome
attempt to garnish publici-
ty; run down the constitu-
tional institution; insin-
uate the personal image of
the incumbent Vice-Presi-
dent — notably, the first
from the agricultural com-
munity to hold this office
in the history of Indepen-
dent India”.

RS Deputy Chairman rejects no-trust notice against
Dhankhar by Opposition

ASAHHT 3UTegeT of fa9el garm 4«i@s & @are
AR TFdE F GRS fFam

e The Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Harivansh, rejected the Opposition’s no-
confidence motion against Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar, citing it as an act of
impropriety to tarnish the reputation of the Vice-President.

TSTTHT & 3UTETET gRAYU o T AT Ua@s & Lo [AyaT & qfAaw yeaa
T WIReT AT &2, 58 37 wegufa A yfasst #t gffa w1 &1 wF Iqfaa 14

AT
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e The notice was rejected due to spelling errors in Mr. Dhankhar’s name and other
procedural flaws.

AT P YAES & AFH F Tad qdelt IR 3T Iiohar it @IfAAT & FROT IR

FX eI |
e Harivansh announced that he would issue a detailed order soon.
gRaer & ©Ivom Y & 9 sreq & Ega e S F:39

e The Chairman recused himself from considering the notice signed by 60 members,
transferring the matter to the Deputy Chairman.

ST A TIT 1 60 HEEAT GIRT FEARTRA AfeH W AR HTel § 3o Y e
3R g AT 3uTeTeT Fr |ia |

e The notice, under Article 67(b) of the Constitution, mandates 14 days' prior notice
for any resolution regarding the Vice-President’s removal.

"faue & Ifede 67(M) F ded AfCH # 37 Usgafa F geR & fow 14 Rat i 0@

AT T HTTISRAT BT B

e The notice was submitted on December 10, 2024, making the resolution valid only after
December 24, while the Winter Session ends on December 20.

Afeq 10 REsT 2024 1 fear a7, [TT I§ YTdd hao 24 feHER & 91€ 3¢ 8T,
St AfidwTelle ¥F 20 feHeR F1 AT & TET &

e Harivansh stated that the notice was initiated to set a narrative against the Vice-
President, despite knowing the resolution could not be tabled during this session.

aﬁarﬁm%wm,mﬁmﬁwaamﬁmﬁmgaﬁ,
37 Tsgufa & f@ee v FUT Tea & v & fFam amr an

‘Casual and cavalier’ approach in notice

Afew # etraR® 3R araare gRewor

e The notice contained assertions maligning Mr. Dhankhar, listing events since he
assumed office in August 2022.

AfeT F 3T 2022 H U¢ AT o d16 F Ua9@3 & Wh 3IRIT AT o

e The notice lacked essential elements, including:
o Addressee name
o Resolution text
o Correct spelling of the Vice-President’s name

Aifew &7 39T doal 1 HAT A, A
o 9dl YTcdshdT T ATH

o YEAIT ol Yo
o 39 TseUfd & AT $T WE adai|

e Harivansh criticized the notice for relying on unverified media reports and links,
describing it as calculated to garner publicity and undermine the Vice-President’s
image.

gRaer o Afey & sy #ifzar Ralet ik @F o 3meRa sarr 3k s@ =R
WWNU@%ﬁBﬁﬁWWWW-WWWI
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e He highlighted that Mr. Dhankhar is the first from the agricultural community to hold
this office in the history of Independent India.

37gie 38 LT @ (Wifehd fRar i UeiEs Faad ARd & sfaee & N we @
3T art gl sAfFd &, TSegiel Ig U THTT gl

Delhi govt. imposes ban on firecrackers throughout
the year; SC directs U.P,, Haryana govts. to follow suit

[GS Paper IlI: Environment |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Thursday imposed a ban
on all forms of firecrackers
throughout the year in the
national capital.

“There shall be a com-
plete ban on manufactur-
ing, storage, selling (in-
cluding delivery through
online marketing plat-
forms), and bursting of all
kinds of firecrackers in the
National Capital Territory
of Delhi throughout the
year with immediate ef-
fect,” an order issued by
the government read.

For the past few years,
the Delhi government has
been imposing bans on fi-
recrackers only for the
winter months when air

Residents of the Capital burst firecrackers to celebrate Deepavali

in violation of a ban imposed by the Delhi government. FILE PHOTO

pollution rises in the city.
This year, too, the govern-
ment had imposed a ban
from October 14 till Janu-
ary 1, 2025.

The Delhi government
informed the Supreme
Court that it had imposed
an “all-pervasive, perma-
nent” ban on firecrackers.

Appearing Dbefore a
Bench headed by Justice
A.S. Oka, senior advocate
Shadan Farasat, represent-
ing Delhi, said the order
was passed by the Princi-
pal Secretary, Environ-
ment, Government of Del-
hi, on December 19
pursuant to the top court’s

orders. “We have banned it
[firecrackers]... It is perma-
nent, all-pervasive,” Mr. Fa-
rasat submitted.

The senior lawyer said
the statutory order of ban
was passed under Section
5 of the Environment Pro-
tection Act, 1986.

‘Need similar measures’
The Delhi government
counsel, however, said its
ban would become really
effective only if the other
National Capital Region
(NCR) States of Rajasthan,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
enforce similar measures.
Meanwhile, advocate
Rohini Musa, appearing for
150 firecracker dealers in
Delhi, said the top court
had directed the Delhi go-
vernment to take a call on

this issue in consultation
with them. “There was no
consultation, nothing,” Ms.
Musa submitted in court.

The hearing saw Rajas-
than submit that it had im-
posed a similar ban in its
areas that are part of the
NCR through an order on
December 17.

This left the court to fo-
cus on Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana. “We direct Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana to
impose a similar ban as
Delhi,” the court ordered.

Previous hearings had
seen the apex court press
NCR States to impose a pe-
rennial ban on the manu-
facture, sale, and bursting
of firecrackers in the re-
gion in a forceful bid to re-
duce not only toxicity in air
but also noise pollution.

Delhi govt. imposes ban on firecrackers throughout
the year; SC directs U.P., Haryana govts. to follow suit

feeeh TFR & W T & AT ger@h W gfaeer s,
gl FIE A U1, gRATOT TR F1 it AT IS F+T
fovder femm

e The Delhi government imposed a ban on all forms of firecrackers throughout the
year in the National Capital Territory of Delhi.

feeh TR A TdT orurh a7 Red d @ aro w3t 9w F geral W gfaer

SENRN

e The order bans the manufacturing, storage, selling (including online delivery), and
bursting of firecrackers with immediate effect.
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e F ger@t & fA#Ajr, stsRvr, A Giaarsa Boladt afa) 3k ®isa W aewe

gHTa & gfa«er oo I
In previous years, the ban was limited to the winter months, typically from October to
January, when air pollution levels rise.

oo avt 7, ufdey Faa fasrelia #d=T 7, FHAIR | 3T & el 9, damr
ST AT 59 I YgWoT T T dgdl Tl

This year, a ban was imposed from October 14 to January 1, 2025.

$H ¥, 14 IF¢a & 1 STeradl, 2025 deh Giaaer Seman |

The Delhi government informed the Supreme Court about its "all-pervasive,
permanent” ban on firecrackers.

ool TR & gl FIE &1 "wdeardt A warl gfagw & e 7 g
The ban was passed under Section 5 of the Environment Protection Act, 1986, as

stated by the Principal Secretary, Environment, Government of Delhi, on December
19, 2024.

Ig gfaeer qITaIor HI&T0T IHAAITH, 1986 Y ORI 5 F dgd, Bed! TFER & qIATEor
vt WA garT 19 ffweaw 2024 1 a1 fomam arm|

‘Need similar measures’
'HATT HEAT T ATTTHT

The Delhi government’s counsel stated that the ban would be effective only if other
NCR states, including Rajasthan, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh, implemented similar
measures.

el THER & qhT F g & Ig gfaey i wardt 8P 51 3T TaHI3R =4,
S Ty, gRAON 3 3T 9, THAT FeH 31|

Rajasthan informed the court that it had imposed a similar ban in its NCR areas on
December 17.

TSAEUT =1 37ETeld 1 Fod Fhar 6 387 39 TR a1 7 17 @t a7 g T
gideel @ gl

The Supreme Court directed Uttar Pradesh and Haryana to impose a similar ban as
Delhi.

FHA FIE A 3 gewr AR gRAOT A el 1 At FA Gfdaer oemat &1 Féer
e

Previous hearings and court observations

Rod gaar 3k srered & sradide
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In earlier hearings, the Supreme Court emphasized the need for a perennial ban on
the manufacture, sale, and bursting of firecrackers in the NCR region to reduce air
toxicity and noise pollution.

o gaars #, gftd FIE A Tadam & 7 verat & fastor, st it wrsa o s
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qh|

e Advocates for 150 firecracker dealers in Delhi argued that the Delhi government
should have consulted them before imposing the ban.

el & 150 9er@r AeRi F ghral oF d& ar fr ufaey eme O gga feeel W&
B 39 Hellg oleil a1y A

SC stays Kerala High Court directives
on elephant parades at temple festivals

GS Paper I: A&C

NEW DELHI

Striking a balance between
animal rights and temple
customs, the Supreme
Court on Thursday asked
the Thiruvambady and Pa-
ramekkavu devaswoms to
strictly adhere to the Cap-
tive Elephants (Manage-
ment and Maintenance)
Rules, 2012 during Thris-
sur Pooram while staying
any directions issued by
the Kerala High Court
found contrary to the law.

The two devaswoms,
which host the centuries-
old annual festival of Thris-
sur Pooram, had ap-
proached the top court
challenging the Kerala
High Court’s back-to-back
orders in November,

GS Paper lll: Environment (Amimal Rights) j

A »
AL » g

Grand ceremony: Decorated elephants lined up for ‘Kudamattam’,

[T
[ .

the most spectacular event of the Thrissur Pooram. FILE PHOTO

which included directions
that elephants paraded at
the festival should main-
tain an exact distance of
three metres from each
other.

“How do you expect an
elephant to maintain a
three-metre distance?

They will keep moving.
This is impractical,” Justice
B.V. Nagarathna, heading a
Bench comprising Justice
N. Kotiswar Singh, ad-
dressed senior advocate
Shyam Divan. He was ap-
pearing for V.K. Venkita-
chalam, a party in the High

Court who opposed the
devaswoms’ appeal.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal and advocate Abhi-
lash M.R., representing the
devaswoms, alleged that
the High Court had over-
stepped judicial boundar-
ies to issue extensive festiv-
al-centric directives over
and above the 2012 Rules.

“The court cannot go
on supplementing. There
is a rule-making body.
There were no complaints
of violations in this case.
Directions cannot be is-
sued in vacuum,” Justice
Nagarathna observed.

The management com-
mittees of the devaswoms
and elephant owners have
welcomed the stay im-
posed by the Supreme
Court.

SC stays Kerala High Court directives on elephant
parades at temple festivals
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The Supreme Court on Thursday asked the Thiruvambady and
Paramekkavu devaswoms to strictly adhere to the Captive Elephants
(Management and Maintenance) Rules, 2012 during Thrissur Pooram,
while staying any directions by the Kerala High Court found contrary
to the law.
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The two devaswoms, which host the centuries-old Thrissur Pooram festival, had
approached the Supreme Court challenging the Kerala High Court’s back-to-back
orders in November, which included directions for elephants to maintain an exact
distance of three metres from each other during parades.

goT el cavad o, Sif afgal WA Prey @& 3c9a &1 31T A ¢, A HIE HT
g T o7 AR AT # I §1§ FIE F AR A H AT & o, ewed g
I WS &F AR et X 7 78F gt a0 W@ & fader e 7w )

Justice B.V. Nagarathna, heading a Bench comprising Justice N. Kotiswar Singh,
guestioned the practicality of maintaining a three-metre distance, saying, “How do you
expect an elephant to maintain a three-metre distance? They will keep moving.”

RHfT A ATRYT, S FAEHfA T, Fifeay g & @y N6 & Aqged HY @
o, o ofier HieT $T gl FAT T@A i SATTGIRGAT T FATT 35T §C e, "3T9 g1 &
oot Hiex &1 g ST W FY 3FAIG FH T TRl 52 T ToId el

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal and advocate Abhilash M.R., representing the devaswoms,
argued that the High Court had overstepped judicial boundaries by issuing
extensive festival-centric directives over and above the 2012 Rules.

aiss 3fgeFar siua RAsaar 3 3AVaFar 3fHAY TH.R., S SIETH FHT
yfdfafica X @ &, d% A1 % a8 F1E F R danst M qrwd ge 2012
fTdAT & 39T deh IcHa-higd aas Ady SR fhu)

Justice Nagarathna noted, “The court cannot go on supplementing. There is a rule-
making body. Directions cannot be issued in vacuum.”

A ARRYAT A &gl, "hiC IR FH SIS g Fehcll| Teh HIH Selled aroll
wer gl e e A SRy FET T S dehdl”

The management committees of the devaswoms and elephant owners welcomed

the stay imposed by the Supreme Court. ga¥ad 3R gt A fr yaua R
A HIE EaRT 9SS Aeh I FaETd foha|




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Farmer outfits reject
Centre’s draft policy
on agri marketing

|GS Paper lll: Agriculture Marketing |

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Farmer outfits in Punjab
have asked the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government in
the State to reject the draft
National Policy Framework
on Agricultural Marketing,
asserting it could be an at-
tempt to reintroduce the
contentious provisions of
the three farm laws, which
the Union government re-
pealed following the farm-
ers’ protests.

The concerns surround-
ing the draft were raised at
a meeting held here on
Thursday between repre-
sentatives of farmers’ un-
ions and Punjab Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare
Minister Gurmeet Singh
Khudian, according to a go-
vernment statement.

Minister’s assurance
The Minister assured farm-
ers’ union leaders that the
State government will not
allow farmers’ interests to
be affected by the National
Policy Framework on agri-
cultural marketing.

“The State government
is concerned as this policy
could have serious implica-
tions for the State and its
farmers, so we want to ana-
lyse and consult on each
and every aspect of the
draft policy shared by the

Bid to reintroduce
contentious
provisions of three
farm laws, fear farm
unions; hold meeting
with Punjab Minister

Government of India,” Mr.
Khudian is quoted in the
statement.

He added that agricul-
ture experts and other sta-
keholders will also be con-
sulted soon to analyse it
thoroughly so that not a
single point is left
unconsidered.

‘Potential privatisation’
Farmer unions’ leaders in-
cluding Joginder Singh
Ugrahan, Balbir Singh Ra-
jewal, Darshan Pal, Ruldu
Singh Mansa, Satnam
Singh Ajnala, and others
expressed deep concerns
over potential privatisa-
tion, monopolistic practic-
es in the guise of the new
policy, the statement said,
adding that “it could be an
attempt to reintroduce the
contentious provisions of
the three farm laws”.
Farmer leaders urged
the State government for
further examination be-
fore sending a response to
the Centre so that Punjab
and its farmers’ interests
could be fully secured.
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Farmer Outfits Reject Centre’s
Draft Policy on Agri Marketing

forarer Hereat o FR v
W Fg Hr #wdler AT AN
it

o Farmer outfits in Punjab have asked the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) government in the State to
reject the draft National Policy Framework on
Agricultural Marketing, asserting it could be an
attempt to reintroduce the contentious provisions of
the three farm laws repealed after the farmers’
protests.

Il H fhareT T@91eaT of ToT & 3T g qrdt
(3T9) TR G F Ao ® wda AHifa s
IS &Y= T AT HN, Tg grar I §U fF T Al
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I H IIE @ T g, Sleg fhamEt & AT &

STe &g Y fear rm |

e Concerns surrounding the draft were raised during
a meeting held on Thursday between
representatives of farmers’ unions and Punjab
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Gurmeet
Singh Khudian, as per a government statement.

AHIS T ol AT IFaAR & T Fub &
sfafafet 3 doe F va e wearor w6
T T gEai & dra g8 ok A 3oT$ I, S
o TPRT II=T H Fgr =T

Minister’s Assurance
A FT IMRATEA

e The Minister assured farmers’ union leaders that
the State government would not allow the National
Policy Framework on Agricultural Marketing to
affect farmers’ interests.
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He added that the policy could have serious implications for the State and its farmers, so

the State would analyse and consult every aspect of the draft shared by the
Government of India.

3ogial Fel [ Ig ifad Tog 3R framr & forw iR 9ama srer @odr g, safew
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Agriculture experts and other stakeholders will also be consulted to thoroughly analyse
the policy to ensure no point is left unconsidered.

A &l I RE I fAAVor gAY el & fv HY A=A 3R 3 Raurs @
o AT fhaT ST At g o fg @ o gl

Concerns of Farmer Leaders
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Farmer leaders, including Joginder Singh Ugrahan, Balbir Singh Rajewal, Darshan
Pal, Ruldu Singh Mansa, and Satnam Singh Ajnala, expressed concerns over
potential privatisation and monopolistic practices under the new policy.

tetTen Ifgd forara Aaniit o a3 Nfa F ded wsnfa Asisor 3ik twfter gt
HI ol AT cgad Fi

They alleged that the policy might be an attempt to reintroduce the contentious
provisions of the three farm laws.

3egie HRT @ o Ig A it F Fegel & Raerde s@wmEl w5 & @y
FA T I & Thal gl

Farmer leaders urged the State government to thoroughly examine the policy before
responding to the Centre to safeguard Punjab and its farmers’ interests.
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FT I HAT A Gole 3R 38+ fhaEr & Bal T 8T Hr 1 Th|




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

The Indian Constitution — violate

On December 11, violence broke out in Maharashtra’s Parbhani city after a man damaged a replica of the Constitution, a part of the statue of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. With tension still in the air.
the incident has triggered fear among Dalits, following the death of a member of the community in judicial custody, which it claims was due to ‘police brutality’, reports Snehal Mutha

GS Paper I: Amebekar
GS Paper Il: COnstitution
ust outside the two-platform Parbhani
railway station in Maharashtra’s Marath-
wada region flutters the Indian national
flag mounted on a pole. Beyond the tea
shops selling misal pav and hotels catering to tra-
vellers, in front of an Art Deco building, is a sta-
tue of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, who headed the draft-
ing committee of the Constitution of India.
Behind the statue are more symbols of the Indian
republic: a replica of the Ashoka Chakra that
forms the central symbol of the national flag, and
the Ashoka Pillar, the original erected in Sarnath,
Uttar Pradesh, where Buddha gave his first ser-
mon. In front is the Constitution, now covered in
ablue cloth, the colour of Ambedkar’s Scheduled
Castes Federation of India flag. From the statue,
the Doctor Line market begins, extending about
3 km up to Gandhi Park.

Dilip Ragade, 55, who runs a newspaper stand
next to the statue, recalls a scuffle between a man
and an autorickshaw driver between 4 p.m. and 5
p.m. on December 10. “At first, 1 thought he had
pulled something out of the autorickshaw and
thrown it on the road. Later, I realised that it was
the replica of the Constitution. The autorickshaw
driver had confronted the man,” he says. Soon, a
crowd of about 200 people gathered and the
man was thrashed, say witnesses. People ran to-
wards the market spreading the word, and shops
began to shut.

The police, the District Collector, and Ambed-
karite leaders showed up and took the badly in-
jured man to hospital, says Ragade. The man was
arrested and the police told people that he was
mentally ill and had not done the damage on pur-
pose. Ambedkarites, however, were not con-
vinced. They blocked the Nandigram Express for
at least 30 minutes. Additional Superintendent of
Police (ASP) Yashwant Kale says the train left
Parbhani station only after the Government Rail-
way Police dispersed the crowd.

The next day, following protests by Ambedka-
rites, there was stone pelting and arson, followed
by a crackdown by the Parbhani police. Somnath
Suryavanshi, 35, who had come from Pune for
his law entrance examination, was allegedly
picked up from where he was staying. He died in
judicial custody a few days later.

Ambedkarites claim people not from their
community joined the protests so the blame for
the violence would fall on them. They say the
“police brutality” was a reflection of how Dalits
are treated in society.

Protests of different kinds

Earlier in the day on December 10, Hindu Sakal
Samaj, a right-wing outfit, had taken out a mor-
cha (march) condemning the atrocities against
Hindus in Bangladesh, which has a prominent
border with India. It took place a few metres
from the Ambedkar statue where the statue of
I17th-century Maratha king Chhatrapati Shivaji, a
symbol of Maratha pride, is located. There was
not much movement in the city during the mor-
cha, say the residents of Parbhani. Ambedkarites
claim several people delivered provocative
speeches. This right-wing event combined with
the desecration of the Constitution’s replica an-
gered Dalits, many of whom are Ambedkar’s fol-
lowers. Around 8 p.m. that night, the administra-
tion organised a shanti samiti baithak (peaceful
meeting). Here, Ambedkarite leaders said they
would carry out a protest at five locations in
Parbhani the next day. They would also submit a
letter to the Collector putting forth their de-
mands, which included charging the man and
‘accomplices’ under the stringent Unlawful Activ-

o0

The crowd
Was massive;
they could
have burnt
anything
that came in
its way. The
anger was
visible, and
the police
were hiding
KAPIL
CHONDE

Trader,
Parbhani market

ities (Prevention) Act, 1967, and making him un-
dergo a polygraph test to find out the ‘master-
mind’ behind the act of vandalism. That night,
the city went to sleep peacefully.

The following day, Ambedkarite organisations
called for a bandh. These included the Republi-
can Sena led by a grandson of Ambedkar; the Re-
publican Party of India (A) led by Union Minister
of State for Social Justice and Empowerment
Ramdas Athawale; and the Buddhist Society of
India, founded by Ambedkar himself, who had
converted to Buddhism.

Ambedkarite groups began protests across the
city around 8 a.m. People gathered in groups
ranging from 200 to 1,000. Seven groups peace-
fully submitted the charter of demands to the
Collector. The paolice say the eighth group got dis-
ruptive, forcing its way into the Collector’s office.
Soon, they say, violence erupted in the market,
about 600 metres from the office. There was
stone pelting and arson, followed by the firing of
tear gas shells, say witnesses.

A city unsettled

Ambedkarites say the police reacted violently. A
32-year-old demonstrator says, “The police first
stopped us from reaching out to the Collector.
That is why we agitated and some of us got on top
of the police van to raise slogans. Now, they are
looking for me everywhere” She has been in hid-
ing after a video featuring her protesting went vi-
ral. Infuriated, she says, “We agitated for someth-
ing that has given us a dignified life.” She says a
few men wearing masks and holding lathis had
joined the protesters. “The people of Ambedkar
Basti did not have these when they left.”

Eight FIRs were registered, over 200 people
booked, and 50 arrested, including minor girls
from Dalit bastis (neighbourhoods) in Parbhani
such as Gautam Nagar, Priyadarshini Nagar, Ra-
hul Nagar, and Bhim Nagar. The police booked
people on charges of rioting, assault on public
servants, promoting enmity, and damaging pu-
blic property. “Two police vans, two four-wheel-
ers, 18 two-wheelers, and hundreds of shops
were damaged. Nine police personnel were in-
Jjured. Five women were released a day after de-
tention,” says the ASP. “So far, 27 people have
been arrested,” he says.

On December 11, orders were issued under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, preventing the assembly of five or more
people. Social activists and locals have criticised
the administration for taking a whole day to do
this. “The State Reserve Police Force (SRPF) unit
was stationed a few kilometres from here in Hin-
goli, yet the police did not act,” says a 49-year-old
retailer in the area. The SRPF was deployed the
next day after 2 p.m.

Vijay Wakode, an Ambedkarite leader, who

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar at her home in Parbhani, Maharashtra. viJay soNEs

died of a heart attack while protesting against the
death of Somnath, had said the protest was
peaceful until 1 p.m. “Then things went haywire
and we cancelled the rally scheduled to be held
after the protest,” he had said, adding that people
not part of the Ambedkar movement got mixed
in the crowd, making Ambedkarite organisations
the scapegoat “to malign us”.

During the Maharashtra Assembly’s winter
session in Nagpur, the Opposition slammed the
Mahayuti government over “poor law and order”
in the State. In response, Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said, “The government will never do
anything against the Constitution and the insult
of it will not be tolerated.”

Meanwhile, newly appointed Minister and
MLA from Jintur in Parbhani Meghana Bordikar
told mediapersons that “Suryawanshi’s death
was due to a heart attack”. She also defended the
police, saying, “They arrested the accused
immediately.”

A market on edge

One of the shops that was damaged belonged to
Kapil Chonde, 25. As news of the violence spread,
he quickly bundled up sweaters, caps, and dark
glasses that lay on his makeshift platform under a
tarpaulin tied between an electric pole and bam-
boo struts. On seeing the mob rush in his direc-
tion, he sought safety in a pueca shop, but a lot of
his goods were burnt. “The crowd was massive;
they could have burnt anything that came in its
way. The anger was visible and the police were
hiding,” Chonde says, two days after the incident,
distraught. He estimates his loss at 340,000. He
has taken a loan of 60,000 and wonders how he
will pay it back.

Several traders are grappling with the task of
assessing the extent of damage. Boards were
damaged, doors bashed in, pushcarts broken,
and bits thrown into the gutter. The Parbhani pol-
ice estimate that property worth at least ¥30 lakh
was damaged. Doctor Line has shops owned by a
variety of trading communities from different
ethnicities and religions. However, Kashinath
Shinde, 45, one of the owners, says, “Most shops
are of the Maratha community. The violence was
targeted at them as the perpetrator is a Maratha.”

The area around the Ambedkar statue has
been cordoned off with barricades. Riot Control
Police vans are stationed at the opposite end of
the road. At least 10 police personnel are de-
ployed every 300 metres, and police vans sta-
tioned at every kilometre, with patrolling every
half an hour. The government also suspended In-
ternet services for two days.

Rumours abound in the city. One talks about
the arrest of a 10-year-old girl, another the custo-
dial death of a woman. The moment a rumour is
spread, the shutters of shops go down. This hap-
pens a couple of times. The police announce on
loudspeakers that these claims are untrue.

Dalits traumatised
In Dalit settlements, people are gripped with fear
of getting picked up by the police. Kalawanti Da-
bade, 50, a daily wage earner, says, “The police
are searching every house and taking our chil-
dren” A demonstrator from Bhim Nagar says,
“We started pelting stones when the police re-
sorted to lathi charge and opened tear gas. We
missed our exams because they are looking for us
and many of us are in hiding.” His body is co-
vered with black and green scars that he says are
aresult of the lathi charge. “The government hos-
pital refused to take me in, saying I was a rioter”
Vachala Manavte, 53, was hospitalised after

The Indian Constitution — Violated
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she was released from jail on December 12. She
works at a nearby hospital and was allegedly
thrashed for recording a video of the police while
they were detaining youth in Priyadarshini Nagar.
“After dragging me there, they threw me in the
lock-up and slapped and kicked me. They were
trying to retrieve my mobile phone’s password to
delete the video,” she says.

Rutuja, 20, and Pooja, 27, along with two mi-
nor sisters, aged 14 and 12, from Bhim Nagar were
taken into custody. “They treated us like animals
and humiliated us for being Dalit. I could actually
relate to Jai Bhim [a Tamil movie on a tribal wo-
man fighting for justice]. They asked us to kneel
and not look up,” says Rutuja, adding that the pol-
ice also took her hall ticket for her first-year BA
exams. Pooja tells a similar story. The minor girls”
mother has sent them to Nanded to avoid harass-
ment by the police.

Politicians have been visiting the area follow-
ing the violence. Athawale visited the Ambedkar
statue, garlanded it, met officials in-charge of the
administration, and residents of Bhim Nagar. Su-
jat Ambedkar, the great-grandson of Ambedkar,
also garlanded the statue and visited Bhim Nagar.

On December 17, Prakash Ambedkar, Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi chief and Sujat’s father, posted a
video on X and wrote: “A mother of a newborn
was brutally assaulted by the police in her house.
She had locked herself in the bathroom to save
herself from the violence, but the police broke
the door down and brutally beat her up.”

Conspiracy theories

The man who desecrated the Constitution is from
Mirzapur village in Parbhani district and worked
at grocery shops in Parbhani. His father-in-law,
who asked not to be named, says his younger son
was the first to receive a call from the paolice in-
forming them about the incident. He adds that he
will accept what the law decides. “For the last
two months, he had been hospitalised in Akola
[about 200 km from Parbhani] and arrived in the
city on the day of the incident,” he says. “For the
past 16 years, he has been under treatment for
mental health issues.” A doctor confirms this.

Ambedkarite organisations believe the man
was used. “This could be a conspiracy to create a
rift between Marathas and Dalits. The police
must probe this under the Supreme Court’s ob-
servation,” Bhimrao Hattiambire, an Ambedka-
rite leader from Parbhani, says.

However, District Collector Raghunath Ga-
wade calls this a “mere coincidence” and dismis-
ses such a possibility. “Prima facie there is no cor-
relation between the two incidents. We are
investigating this angle. This was a huge but unin-
tentional mistake.”

Somnath’s brother Premnath Suryawanshi is
now fighting for justice. His lawyer, Pawan Jond-
hale, says Somnath had no role in the events of
December 11 and was picked up with other men
from Shankar Nagar, where a number of Dalits
live. “He came to Parbhani from Pune to fulfil his
dream of becoming a lawyer,” he says. “He did
odd jobs, from driving to labour work, and sup-
ported his family.”

Vilas Kale, who calls himself a Parbhanikar,
sits outside a restaurant whose board was dam-
aged in the violence. In February, during the Urs
(death anniversary of a Muslim holy man) of Haz-
rat Sayyed Shah Turabul Haq Baba, which saw
the participation of both Hindus and Muslims,
tensions over the molestation of a woman result-
ed in stone pelting. “The Urs was cut short by
four days citing law and order issues,” he says.
“Parbhani has always been sensitive.”
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On December 11, violence broke out in Maharashtra’s Parbhani city
after a man damaged a replica of the Constitution, a part of the statue
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
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The incident has triggered fear among Dalits, following the death of a member of the
community in judicial custody, which they claim was due to police brutality.
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The Site of the Incident
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The Parbhani railway station area
includes the statue of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, behind which are symbols of
the Indian Republic: a replica of the
Ashoka Chakra and the Ashoka Pillar.
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In front of the statue is the Constitution, now covered with a blue cloth, symbolizing
Ambedkar’s Scheduled Castes Federation of India flag.
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Sequence of Events on December 10
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Around 4 p.m. to 5 p.m., a man damaged the replica of the Constitution near the
statue of Dr. Ambedkar.
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A crowd of around 200 people gathered, and the man was beaten by the public.
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The police, District Collector, and Ambedkarite leaders arrived, and the man was
taken to the hospital and later arrested.
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The police claimed the man was mentally ill and had no intention of desecration, but
Ambedkarites protested by blocking the Nandigram Express for 30 minutes.
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Death in Judicial Custody
% feraa & Ala

Somnath Suryavanshi, a 35-year-old law aspirant, was allegedly picked up during
protests and later died in judicial custody.
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Ambedkarites claim this reflects societal discrimination against Dalits and alleged
police brutality.

FasFHaedl 1 gt % Ig gfdat & 9fa gaA & deana 3R gfew A qeaar
galTar gl

Protests and Demands

faer 3iic A

On December 10, Hindu Sakal Samaj, a right-wing group, conducted a march
condemning atrocities against Hindus in Bangladesh.
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The Ambedkarites were angered by the desecration of the Constitution’s replica and
alleged provocative speeches by the march’s participants.
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A peace meeting was held that night, and Ambedkarite leaders announced protests at
five locations in Parbhani the next day.
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Violence During Protests
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On December 11, Ambedkarite groups called for a bandh and peacefully submitted
demands to the Collector.
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However, violence erupted near the Collector’s office and in the market area, leading
to stone pelting, arson, and the use of tear gas by the police.
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A City Unsettled
TS AT AT

Ambedkarites accused the police of violent reactions. A 32-year-old demonstrator

stated that the police stopped them from reaching the Collector, leading to agitation.

Some protesters climbed on police vans to raise slogans, and many are now in hiding
after videos went viral.
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el o e o 3¢ FaAFeI oo Tgdal A AT, oIS HROT el 3| F
YELHPRY i def TR UG AR ol o, R AIfSAT arel glel & dlg &s B9
gU ¢

Masked men with lathis joined the protest, though residents of Ambedkar Basti
claimed they didn’t bring these weapons.

mﬁetmﬁ?&ﬁﬁ%mﬂ%&ﬁﬁemg&aﬂﬁmm%ﬁm
& Fgall ¢ & 3ogial ¥ RN A& @l

Eight FIRs were registered, over 200 people booked, and 50 arrested, including minor
girls from Dalit bastis like Gautam Nagar, Priyadarshini Nagar, Rahul Nagar, and
Bhim Nagar.

37TS THHTEINR gof, 200 F Jf¥F &l 9 AT go, i 50 der ARwaR, 5 gfed
afeaal SR aitad IR, el 79w, ger R 3R s s Aot esfear
AT &l

The charges include rioting, assault on public servants, promoting enmity, and

damaging public property. Two police vans, four-wheelers, and 18 two-wheelers
were damaged, and nine police personnel were injured.

3R 3 &, ot VIl T FHT, GRAT Y qorar e, 3N AdafAw waf H
AU TEATEAT AMAT &1 a7 Iford I, IR-UfRAT aed, AR 18 al-afear arger aifcared
@,ﬁ?ﬁgﬁﬂﬁmg@l

Section 163 and SRPF Deployment
HTHTT 163 IR THHRATE AT Al
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On December 11, orders under Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita prohibited the assembly of five or more people. Critics noted that this action
was delayed by a day.
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State Reserve Police Force (SRPF), stationed in Hingoli, was deployed only after 2
p.m. on the next day.

ffeh A dora o Rerd gfew 9« (TH3mdies) 1 3T R uet 299 & ag
dera T I

Political and Community Reactions

Tsreifas 3R aeperRs gfafkare

During the Maharashtra Assembly’s winter session, the Opposition criticized the
Mahayuti government for poor law and order.

AERTSE faUTaraeT o efiaerellsr T & =T, fager = #gT I FWHER T Fef AR

SYIEYAT TS ol &7 3RIT S¥1T|
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis stated, "The government will not tolerate any insult
to the Constitution.”

HEIHA §d% GBSO o1 hel, "WHR fordl off FfAeTer & 3rqarer o1 acied g |
Newly appointed Minister Meghana Bordikar claimed Suryawanshi’s death was due to
a heart attack, defending the police for their prompt action.

g fged #r Aar AfFF A Fer & ghaeh A gg R #1 Rz @ g3, 3k
gfer 7 caRd wNarg & s=ra faha|

Market Damages and Trader Losses

o) # R AR SARET T oarer

Traders reported extensive damage to their shops, including burnt goods, broken
carts, and bashed-in doors, with losses estimated at ¥30 lakh.

SYTATRAT a1 A=A Gohlell H 3 FAA T JHAT B FIA1 &, A ofer §O A, g
U &, 3R EIATSIT T ANST 3T A T ThaeT T30 A T TA

Doctor Line shops, primarily owned by the Maratha community, were heavily
damaged, raising allegations of targeted violence.

Slaet AIga HY gF, HCT T W AST WG & F1foea arell, g a¥g affoared g3,
foraa ofE@rd f§ar & 39 &

Cordoned Areas and Internet Suspension
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e The area around the Ambedkar statue was cordoned off with barricades, and internet
services were suspended for two days.

AEHT YAAT S I & &8F FI NGz F W GIr 7m iR g et & v gewie
Ja¢ fAefaa T & 7]

Reality check on Sri Lanka’s Tamil question

[GS Paper II: India-Sri-Lanka |

any in Sri Lanka closely tracked their

President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake’s recent visit to India.

The ceremonial red carpet welcome
he received from Indian President Droupadi
Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, his
various engagements, and, importantly, the joint
statement issued by the two governments, drew
much notice in the local media.

It was Mr. Dissanayake’s first state visit abroad,
after he won the presidency in September this
year, and the ruling National People’s Power
(NPP) won a spectacular two-thirds majority in
the general election in November. India was
hosting not just one of Sri Lanka’s most powerful
Presidents but also a leftist leader from a party
(Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna - JVP or the
People’s Liberation Front) that once furiously
opposed India and its perceived “interventionist”
role in Sri Lanka.

Much has indeed changed in India, Sri Lanka,
and in India-Sri Lanka relations. The JVP is not
the same today, as the story of its rise to state
power reveals. Neither is Sri Lanka, whose
political landscape stands radically altered in
ways few imagined possible two years ago.
Analysts are yet to fully decipher the astounding
victory of the JVP-led NPP, especially in the island
nation’s north, east, and the hill country that are
home to the country’s Tamil, Muslim and
Malaiyaha Tamil minorities. India’s priorities, too,
have seen a marked shift, as New Delhi remains
preoccupied with countering Chinese influence
in the neighbourhood.

Changing Indian interests

While everything else changes, Sri Lanka’s
long-pending national question remains, with all
past governments in Colombo failing to deliver a
definitive political settlement. India’s past
involvement as an arbiter of Tamil rights, for
many in Sri Lanka, set high expectations for its
influence in more recent decades, including the
post-war years since 2009. In an interview to this
daily in 2022, late Tamil leader R. Sampanthan
said “India has a special duty” in ensuring that
the spirit of the Indo-Lanka Accord of 1987, and
the 13th Amendment to the Sri Lankan
Constitution born out of it, are fully
implemented. Except, Indian interests today are
evidently different.

The joint statement issued by New Delhi and
Colombo on December 16, 2024, offers a reality
check. The 34-point document, titled ‘Fostering
partnerships for a shared future’, and spanning
political, economic, and strategic cooperation,
makes no reference to the pending political
solution, or post-war reconciliation, or Tamil
aspirations. The only power sharing that finds
mention is in a proposal for a high-capacity grid
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interconnection between India and Sri Lanka.

However, in his remarks at the joint press
conference, Mr. Modi said, “We hope that the Sri
Lankan government shall fulfil the aspirations of
the Tamil people. And that they shall fulfil their
commitment towards fully implementing the
Constitution of Sri Lanka and conducting the
Provincial Council Elections.” He did not
reference the 13th Amendment.

Mr. Dissanayake framed the issue differently.
He said, “People from all the Provinces — North,
South, East, and West — representing diverse
communities and various walks of life
contributed to this mandate. As a leader
entrusted with such an important responsibility
by my people, I clearly understand that the
essence of democracy lies in the coexistence of
diverse political views and groups.”

The NPP’s poll manifesto includes an
assurance to hold elections to the provincial
councils, now defunct for over five years, and
enact a new Constitution based on wide public
consultations. President Dissanayake, too, has
made the pledge more than once. But his
government is yet to spell out its own vision for a
durable political solution.

The NPP has consistently avoided the language
of the “13th Amendment” that till date carries the
baggage of “Indian imposition” for the country’s
Sinhala-Buddhist majority, and likely triggers
discomfort for the JVP party base. In a recent
column, ‘NPP in Power: Possibilities for Post-War
Reconciliation through Civic Nationalism’, Sri
Lankan political scientist Jayadeva Uyangoda
observed that the NPP shuns both the
“devolution discourse” introduced by India, and
the “liberal peace discourse” of conflict
resolution, reconciliation, and peacebuilding,
promoted by agencies of the United Nations,
global and local rights groups. He wrote, “The
NPP does not seem to want its agenda for
inter-ethnic peace and reconciliation in Sri Lanka
to be seen as a continuation of what it sees as
‘failed’ past attempts.”

Contentious amendment
The controversial 13th Amendment continues to
evoke mixed, and often strong, reactions among
Sri Lankans. Even the Tamils are divided over
whether it is a necessary but insufficient measure
of power devolution, or a problematic legislation
that tamed historic demands for federalism. The
last time that the 13th Amendment went out of
focus was when the Maithripala Sirisena-Ranil
Wickremesinghe administration (2015-19)
attempted drafting a new constitution. The effort
failed, but Mr. Dissanayake has said his
government would build on the draft.

It is true that two main formulations of the past
have not proved successful for the Tamil people.

It is also not hard to see why the JVP may be wary
of using either discourse. But the Tamils who
contributed significantly to the NPP’s big win are
justified in seeking greater clarity on what the
government has in mind for them. Fifteen years
after the end of the civil war, they are still
doggedly chasing the truth about their forcibly
disappeared loved ones. They are still fighting to
reclaim their land held by the military. They are
still struggling to rebuild their livelihoods
shattered in those years of bloodshed and mass
destruction. They still do not have a say in how
their provinces, setback by a devastating war,
should be reconstructed.

The government’s promise of national
integration or a unified “Sri Lankan identity” can
be evaluated only based on its specific policies to
address war-time accountability, political agency,
and meaningful development in the north and
east. A new political order may now be at the
country’s helm, but old questions will not go
away.

The recent elections have given Mr.
Dissanayake and the NPP rare national
momentum and unprecedented legislative
influence. The government now has a real chance
to reimagine the political solution through
people’s post-war realities.

State of the Tamil polity

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka’s Tamil polity, too, faces a
big challenge. After the electorate delivered a
clear message to the regional Tamil parties in the
recent polls — the NPP beat them in all but one
district in the north and east — the Tamil polity is
struggling to regain its voice.

After habitually looking to the international
community to push for Tamil rights, the Tamil
political leadership is now forced to confront its
own failure. Those counting on India would do
well to understand that the Tamil question is no
more an issue that serves a domestic political
compulsion or provides diplomatic leverage to
New Delhi. It is time they recognised India’s
waning interest and influence on the Tamil
question. Besides, they must ask if India has any
moral standing to ask another country to treat
minorities better.

The Tamil polity’s core strategy of engaging
western powers dominating UN bodies, India,
and the Tamil diaspora has clearly not yielded
substantive progress on the ground. To remain
relevant and rebuild credibility, the Tamil polity
appears to have little choice but to reorient itself
to the people it seeks to represent. The Tamil
people in Sri Lanka have reminded their leaders,
who were busy talking to actors elsewhere for
years, to listen to them now.

meera.srinivasan@thehindu.co.in
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Reality Check on Sri Lanka’s Tamil Question

Aerhr & dffa 92T W adfasar I

e Many in Sri Lanka closely tracked their President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s recent
visit to India.

Aelehl F S o o TSCUTT H FANT REATTIS 6T gTel I 4R AT W &A1
e

o It was Mr. Dissanayake’s first state visit abroad, after he won the presidency in
September 2024, and the ruling National People’s Power (NPP) won a spectacular
two-thirds majority in the November 2024 general election.

I8 A ferareas I ggell o AT A, I Iogia AR 2024 & IseUfad ge Sidat
& a1, AR FGER 2024 7 AT AT AT FAqerfda 9él (NPP) &I e al-
foeTs sgad gred g3l

¢ India was hosting not just one of Sri Lanka’s most powerful Presidents but also a leftist
leader from a party (Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna — JVP or the People’s Liberation

Front) that once furiously opposed India and its perceived “interventionist” role in Sri
Lanka.

HRA o hdd el & Tad ATFdLmelr Isgufd H AFEET X QT AT, dfeh Th
G ST & o, S v arél (St R Weger - JvP aree giFa A7 9§
S el (R 3R At 7 3aF “FEaaITRar qfAwr &1 faty wdr o

e The JVP is not the same today, as the story of its rise to state power reveals.

JVP 37TST 39T AT &, ST 9% U AFd & 3T &Y Fge iidr gl

e Analysts are yet to fully decipher the astounding victory of the JVP-led NPP, especially
in the island nation’s north, east, and the hill country that are home to the country’s
Tamil, Muslim, and Malaiyaha Tamil minorities.

faeeiwer 313t qF JVP-Aiqed arelt NPP 1 dieat arell Sftad i qff avg & 187 |t
uie &, [ &9 @ gdlg Uvg & I, 49, 3R 9@t &7 A, 5 g & afder, gies, iR
AHITE afffel HCTHETH! 7 oY E

e India’s priorities, too, have seen a marked shift, as New Delhi remains preoccupied with
countering Chinese influence in the neighbourhood.

7% feelt i JrUfAsart o v 9@ Seorg @ IR W, Fiih qRa g3 H

YHIG & Hehraell Hlel A TET ¢

e Sri Lanka’s long-pending national question remains, with all past governments in
Colombo failing to deliver a definitive political settlement.

sﬁﬁwwaﬁﬁu@wgaamgm&mﬁmaﬁrmﬂmwﬁw
v oA AT & & 3rawa W E

e India’s past involvement as an arbiter of Tamil rights, for many in Sri Lanka, set high
expectations for its influence in more recent decades, including the post-war years since
20009.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

ATl A AT HARRT & Teh HALIET & T H ARA H TSl AT o, [adw &
¥ 2009 & §1E & EUIR asi #, 3Hd YT HT ol 3ed 3FAIG S8 i

e R. Sampanthan, late Tamil leader, said “India has a special duty” in ensuring that the
spirit of the Indo-Lanka Accord of 1987, and the 13th Amendment to the Sri Lankan
Constitution born out of it, are fully implemented.

federa affier AdT R. WF9UT & gl “URA 1 T AT Hicled ¢ Ig GARTT ot 7
o g2)-ofepT FASA 1987 Fr #1aaT, 3R seiar Ifeus § 399 3c0eT 13a7 |
T e § &9 &l

e The joint statement issued by New Delhi and Colombo on December 16, 2024, offers a
reality check.

a5 et 3R Frerar gaRT 16 REE 2024 F AR TIFT T H IEATdSAT I ST
& s g

e The 34-point document, titled ‘Fostering partnerships for a shared future’, and spanning
political, economic, and strategic cooperation, makes no reference to the pending
political solution, or post-war reconciliation, or Tamil aspirations.

34-fafg examas, forwer e wgera sfasy & fav W@l &1 serar &ar g, 3R S
Tetaitae, 3 3R a@ERe Tgaer & afAd axar g, dfed Teieiifas AT,
R Golg, IT cifel RGN T HIS Ieeid el Ll ¢l

e The only power-sharing that finds mention is in a proposal for a high-capacity grid
interconnection between India and Sri Lanka.

haol QATFT-ATHTRUT FT 3ooll@ AR iR sddT & § 3= &d7d1 &5 sPaad &
gyEaa H fRar =

¢ In his remarks at the joint press conference, Mr. Modi said, “We hope that the Sri
Lankan government shall fulfill the aspirations of the Tamil people.”

HIF 9 GFACT H 39el feoqol 7 A Ay avgT, "§H 3T A g T Aolers
TR AT Sel i 3THiamsil & g H¥af|”
e Mr. Dissanayake framed the issue differently, emphasizing that “People from all the

Provinces — North, South, East, and West — representing diverse communities and
various walks of life contributed to this mandate.”

A RES 5 58 A P 9T e § TG 6, J§ Fgd ge & aaf ot @
T — 3R, AT, O 3R aREA — Rfde FegEt 3R Shaa & e &bt @
yfdfAfticd Y U 30 S & A9rer Ru)”

e The NPP’s poll manifesto includes an assurance to hold elections to the provincial
councils, now defunct for over five years, and enact a new Constitution based on wide
public consultations.

NPP & ATl EINONT & J§ IRaA AR § o widhar afwel & gara e e,
S 319 i aut ¥ 3ffedcdeieT 8, 3 e graeifase Wit & 3R 9T U Far
gfeus dOR fRar o)

e President Dissanayake has made the pledge more than once.

Tseufy Rewead & a8 aue %5 e} fear &
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The NPP has consistently avoided the language of the “13th Amendment” that till date
carries the baggage of “Indian imposition” for the country’s Sinhala-Buddhist majority,
and likely triggers discomfort for the JVP party base.

NPP & ST “13d Welear" T S1TsT & &r=m 8, S 31mer e < & Rigen-aley sgaea
& fow o W’waﬁgrﬁvgc%,sﬂ?#ﬂaadvpcﬁa:ma;ﬁv

TGSl 3cTool Hlal gl

Jayadeva Uyangoda, Sri Lankan political scientist, observed that the NPP shuns both
the “devolution discourse” introduced by India, and the “liberal peace discourse” of
conflict resolution, reconciliation, and peacebuilding, promoted by agencies of the
United Nations, global and local rights groups.

AelehTS ASTeicieh dellioieh STAGd 3AMST o <@ foh NPP aleil, “SIRe SarT Y& e
T faFEIRTOT FHare” AR “Fay g, goig, AR Aifa AT 7 Serardr anfa
Hare”, T8 WgFa g 3N ARash qur U SR THEH SarT Jerar & amw &,

q ST gl

He wrote, “The NPP does not seem to want its agenda for inter-ethnic peace and
reconciliation in Sri Lanka to be seen as a continuation of what it sees as ‘failed’ past
attempts.”

3egiel forar, “NPP U ST amea oerm fo Ao 7 iar-ara enifa 3R golg &
Y TS &l 3Uh ¢RI ‘TG Al T Ve gt : Rawar & & F g@rn
S’

Contentious amendment

Raerag T
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The controversial 13th Amendment continues to evoke mixed and strong reactions
among Sri Lankans.

faarereTe 13ar geane Aews et & AT 3k g gfafkare 3coea a=ar B
The Tamils are divided over whether it is a necessary but insufficient measure of power
devolution or a problematic legislation that tamed historic demands for federalism.

affe e 5@ W RQanfaa § F a8 affa &1 [RFdeor &1 v 3maeas dfea
YA 39T § AT I UAeIAsh WHdrg T AR &l AIA™T 6 aral U TATIREd
Flofe ¢l

The last time the 13th Amendment went out of focus was during the Maithripala

Sirisena-Ranil Wickremesinghe administration (2015-19), which attempted drafting a
new constitution.

133 M 9T MR ) &1 Shfga fFar ar ar J9 dsfigrer RARNA-weier
RFARAY gemasT (2015-19) & TH 4T EGUH AR a1 FT YT Far o

Mr. Dissanayake has said his government would build on the draft of the previous
attempt.

ot gissan<H A Hgl & [ 3ThT AR VS JIT & AGIE I S AN
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Itis true that two main formulations of the past have not proved successful for the
Tamil people.

TE FE & [ 3T H &Y AEF IR IfA @9 F AT TR T g &
The JVP may be wary of using either discourse.
Sy 37 giAT faaelt 1 3T T H Tds & ThdT g

Fifteen years after the end of the civil war, Tamils are still struggling to reclaim their land
held by the military.

e qeur & 3id & dog A a1g off affAe 3rveh Tt T S BT G@RT Fea H
IS §, a9 Ued e F v guy e W] £

The government’s promise of national integration or a unified “Sri Lankan identity”
can only be evaluated based on its specific policies to address war-time accountability,
political agency, and meaningful development in the north and east.

TN T ASET THal AT Tehichcd “HIGHIS TgHTA” &I dlaT haol S8b [AAT Alfcrdl &
3TUR 9T 370 ST Tl § ST el STaTage, Toteli e Tordl 3N 3 3R 9@
H arde e & deifad Hdr ¢

A new political order may now be at the country’s helm, but old questions will not go
away.

T AT Tslellfcleh G AT G2 HT FHAH H g1 Thell &, Afehed el T gl oAg!
grar|

The recent elections have given Mr. Dissanayake and the NPP rare national
momentum and unprecedented legislative influence.

gleT T garat o1 st Fissancrd 3R wadid) &l geler TS 3cdg AR 3EYd
afaenfae 9sta yereT fhar g

The government now has a real chance to reimagine the political solution through
people’s post-war realities.

3T THR & I A9 T U aEATdehd3i & ATETH § skl AT
Yel: Holsll A I dRcIideh Hihl gl

State of the Tamil polity
affe veefa fr fufa
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After the electorate delivered a clear message to the regional Tamil parties, the Tamil
polity is struggling to regain its voice.

AT T o & afder wiféat i Tuse e e, sHe dle dffe et 3oe
HTETST & Gof: IIed &t & foIw Feg &Y @ &

The Tamil political leadership is now forced to confront its own failure after looking to the
international community for Tamil rights.

dfe ISTfded Aged T I HRTET FHST @ AT IfASRT & v Age &
3FHIE @A & 91 AU ATBIdT I ATHAT AT 98 T&T ¢l

Tamil political leadership must realize India's waning interest and influence on the
Tamil question.
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CEICEd

o The Tamil polity’s core strategy of engaging western powers, India, and the Tamil
diaspora has not yielded substantial progress on the ground.

e TStenfal &1 HEg o, S affesft afFadt, sma, 3k affer yard & @y o
g5 B, o Slell TR W Hgcayul FITid g A g

. To rebuild credibility, the Tamil polity must reorient itself to the people it seeks to

represent.

faea=iadr 1 R & st & o, dffe TSTAfd 7 37 Siadr & 3R B F 3738
gl TR, o ag wfaffeiea sear =mgehr &

e The Tamil people in Sri Lanka have reminded their leaders to listen to them now.

AT 7 AT R o AT AN P TE e & & 6 31 3og IeThT Fofolt

MR

Crimes against humanity and an obtuse Indian stance

[GS Paper lI: International Treaties |

n December 4, 2024, the UN General

Assembly (UNGA) adopted a resolution

approving the text of a proposed treaty
governing the prevention and punishment of
crimes against humanity (CAH treaty). This marks
the beginning of the negotiation process among
states for the conclusion of a CAH treaty. This
resolution comes five years after the International
Law Commission submitted the draft text of the
CAH treaty to the Sixth Committee — the primary
forum for considering legal questions in the
UNGA. This development is a landmark in the
international community’s quest to combat
impunity for CAH.

There is a gap in accountability

Alongside genocide and war crimes, CAH are
among the grave international crimes which the
International Criminal Court (ICC), established
under the Rome Statute, seeks to punish.
Importantly, genocide and war crimes are also
governed by dedicated treaties, i.e., the Genocide
Convention of 1948 and the Geneva Conventions
0f 1949, respectively. However, CAH are governed
only under the Rome Statute, which includes
specific criminal acts such as murder,
extermination, enslavement, deportation,
torture, imprisonment, and rape committed as
part of a ‘widespread or systematic attack
directed against any civilian population, with
knowledge of the attack’. CAH were first codified
in the 1945 London Charter establishing the
Nuremberg Tribunal to investigate and prosecute
the crimes committed in connection with the
Second World War, and later in the statutes of the
International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia,
and Rwanda. However, there is no dedicated
treaty for CAH yet, creating a gap in terms of
accountability in the legal architecture of
international criminal justice. There are three
reasons justifying the need for a CAH treaty.

Varsha Singh

Assistant Professor
at the National
Law University,
Jodhpur, Rajasthan
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First, the jurisdiction of the ICC covers a
limited number of states, making it challenging to
punish perpetrators of CAH in non-member
states. Second, the Rome Statute and the ICC only
address individual criminal responsibility. A
dedicated CAH treaty would allow for holding
states accountable under international law for
their failure to prevent the commission of CAH,
as is the case with the Genocide Convention of
1948. For instance, in 2019, The Gambia filed a
case before the International Court of Justice (IC])
against Myanmar for alleged violations of the
Genocide Convention against the ethnic Rohingya
population. A dedicated CAH treaty would create
an obligation for state parties to adopt
administrative, legislative, or judicial measures to
prevent the commission of CAH. Failure to meet
this obligation could become the basis for the
ICJ’s jurisdiction if the CAH treaty so provides.
Third, a CAH treaty presents an opportunity to
enlarge the scope of CAH to include, as suggested
by various states in the Sixth Committee,
starvation of civilian populations, gender
apartheid, forced pregnancy, the use of nuclear
weapons, terrorism, exploitation of natural
resources, and crimes against indigenous
populations.

India’s stand

India is not a party to the Rome Statute and has
consistently objected to the ICC’s jurisdiction
over issues such as the powers of the ICC
prosecutor, the role of the UN Security Council
under the Rome Statute, and the non-inclusion of
‘use of nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction’ as a war crime. Further, India
has argued that crimes committed only during
armed conflicts — and not those committed
during peacetime — should be considered CAH.
Moreover, India does not favour the inclusion of
‘enforced disappearance’ as an act that can

constitute CAH. Instead, India advocates for the
inclusion of ‘terrorism’ as an act amounting to
CAH. India’s response to a CAH treaty aligns with
its aversion to the Rome Statute and the ICC. For
the last five years, since 2019, India has
consistently argued for an ‘in-depth study’ and
thorough discussion on the need for a dedicated
treaty. India’s stance at the UNGA reflects its
scepticism that a CAH treaty might duplicate the
already existing regime under the Rome Statute.
Further, India takes issue with the exclusion of
‘terror-related acts’ and the ‘use of nuclear
weapons’ from the definition of CAH in the
proposed treaty. Most importantly, reiterating
that it is not a party to the Rome Statute, India
has stressed at the UNGA that national legislations
and the jurisdiction of national courts are more
appropriate fora for dealing with CAH and other
international crimes.

Lead the way

Currently, India does not have domestic
legislation prohibiting international crimes. In
2018, Justice S. Muralidhar of the Delhi High
Court in State vs Sajjan Kumar observed that
‘neither crimes against humanity nor genocide
have been made part of India’s criminal law, a
lacuna that needs to be addressed urgently’.
Nonetheless, there is little or no debate on the
need for such laws in the domestic legal and
policy spaces. The recent amendments to the
criminal law were a missed opportunity to
include these crimes in the penal law. This is
inconsistent with India’s own insistence on the
primacy of national and territorial jurisdiction for
dealing with CAH. India should incorporate CAH
and other international crimes into its domestic
law, even if it is not a party to the Rome Statute,
and lead the way in ending impunity for grave
human rights violations — a role that befits a true
Vishwaguru.
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Crimes against humanity and an obtuse Indian stance
AadT & @ 3wy 3R TF 3ETSe HRAT T

On December 4, 2024, the UN General Assembly (UNGA) adopted a
resolution approving the text of a proposed treaty governing the
prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity (CAH) treaty.

4 eEaY 2024 F WIFA TS AFHAT (JTAIT) & AAaar & f&ems
HRY (CAH) R IHUH 3R &3 & v wafda & & #dle # dAlh
¢ & fAT v yTdE F 9arT|

e This marks the beginning of the negotiation process among states for the conclusion of
a CAH treaty.

g Ut & ora Wier ov aradta fr gfardr e 1 ueih gl

e This resolution comes five years after the International Law Commission submitted
the draft text of the CAH treaty to the Sixth Committee — the primary forum for
considering legal questions in the UNGA.

Ug UTATd 9TT aY¥ 91 1T § ST Hasay [ 3maer 3 CAH IfYr & Al A o
afafa — S guersiie & el woal W fauR e &1 & 79 § — H GE&]d
o]

e Genocide and war crimes are governed by dedicated treaties, i.e., the Genocide
Convention of 1948 and the Geneva Conventions of 1949, respectively.

RHER 3R ey 3Rl T FATT AUt qant Tt fhar Sem 8, 3rTd 1948 #1
REER T 3k 1949 A oAar @t

o CAH are governed only under the Rome Statute, which includes specific criminal acts
such as murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation, torture, imprisonment,
and rape committed as part of a ‘widespread or systematic attack directed against
any civilian population.

CAH dharel T A o el fdT3ad gl &, foras geard, femer, spamh, faaae,
1T, FREAW, AR TaAHR 51 [aRIse 3R Heg anffe §, S fndr Al
IAHEAT & TWTh TH ‘S9s T qGRYd gA & &7 F F 1 &

o CAH were first codified in the 1945 London Charter establishing the Nuremberg

Tribunal to investigate and prosecute crimes committed during World War II.

CAH &Y Ugell §R 1945 FT deal d1eT A dfgfdecyr fohar arr ar, St sptetaet fesgerer 1
TATIAT AT AT i gfaeiia e Jaer & erer fhw a1w 3roRredt hr St 3R Hevea

TATAT ST i |

e However, there is no dedicated treaty for CAH yet, creating a gap in terms of
accountability in the legal architecture of international criminal justice.

gTaii R, CAH & T 33 oo 15 gaAfa I 787 &, Oy 3ausey HaRe
AT & Flei &d H AATTCET P HAT 3T+ &l T ¢l

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

e There are three reasons justifying the need for a CAH treaty:
CAH T &1 31aTHhdT ' LT Seed & dled HRT g

o The jurisdiction of the ICC covers a limited number of states, making it
challenging to punish perpetrators of CAH in non-member states.

ICC & 38R & WAT T&ar & T=aT dF & ¢, Fud -geey v &
CAH & 3UIfardl &1 &f3a &ear gatehqot g e &1

o The Rome Statute and the ICC only address individual criminal responsibility. A
dedicated CAH treaty would allow for holding states accountable for their failure
to prevent CAH.

A IFATHA 3R ICC hel ITFANT RIS FFAGRT 1 FRT X &l
Ush AT CAH S TSAT S CAH & et H AP | & T FFder

BT T 37T YTl L]

o A CAH treaty presents an opportunity to enlarge the scope of CAH to include
acts like starvation of civilian populations, gender apartheid, forced
pregnancy, use of nuclear weapons, terrorism, exploitation of natural
resources, and crimes against indigenous populations.

T CAH & &7 I8 39w ¢ & 5T e &1 [OvdR AnRe SawEar #i
3rahTer, foer & 3MUR 9 Jrerenma, qeitcepa rsHiaeT, AT ARt w1 g,
IMaFare, WFfas Fae=T 1 Aor, 3N nfeard seaear & @ors st
Fr enfAer fFar ST I+

e Indiais not a party to the Rome Statute and has consistently objected to the ICC’s
jurisdiction over issues such as the powers of the ICC prosecutor, the role of the UN
Security Council, and the non-inclusion of ‘use of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction’ as a war crime.

HRT AH HFATHA HT Y&THR oAgl & R 3T ICC & USR8 T oeMaR 39y
SIdr$ &, S8 7R ICC siffaiers & 3SR, agFa wse JRam alwg i sffar, ik
‘G RT3 I RemrE §RAARt & 3wer A gey WY F &9 A F
ATAST FTT|

¢ India argues that crimes committed only during armed conflicts, and not those
committed during peacetime, should be considered CAH.

AR HT db ¢ (& Shdol WAET WUST & T T I 3rawrert & & CAH AT ST
aIfRT, o % S 3roRry anfaqet @ & et o aTe g

e India does not favour the inclusion of ‘enforced disappearance’ as an act constituting
CAH.

RS ‘AL T FT QU AW &I CAH & &0 7 fAe & & uel & 761 g
¢ India advocates for the inclusion of ‘terrorism’ as an act amounting to CAH.
R ‘ITdhare’ I CAH & §T H aifAe Ftel F I&7R g

o India’s response to a CAH treaty aligns with its aversion to the Rome Statute and the
ICC.

AR T FfdAfshaT CAH B o A Iqemdet 3R ICC & ufd g8 oY & 3677 &

e Forthe last five years, since 2019, India has consistently argued for an ‘in-depth
study’ and thorough discussion on the need for a dedicated treaty.
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Ao g ast @, 2019 & §1¢, R FOR T AT Y T 319THdr W e
Ieger 3R faEqga ==t i a1d # @ 8

e India has stressed at the UNGA that national legislations and the jurisdiction of
national courts are more appropriate fora for dealing with CAH and other international
crimes.

HRA & JUASNIT H TE SR Gl gl § Tob TSET FTefe 3R AET F AN h1 3TURR
&9 CAH 3R 3 SO IRret & fAuea & fov 3 3uged #4 gl

e India currently does not have domestic legislation prohibiting international crimes.
HRT TIATT 7 ARSI et 7 v aXel & T e FTefet 761 1@ o

e In 2018, Justice S. Muralidhar of the Delhi High Court observed that neither crimes

against humanity nor genocide have been made part of India’s criminal law, a lacuna
that needs to be addressed urgently.

2018 # feelt 32 FTATery & SRS TH. AIANT A g feouol & fh 7 o Averaar
¥ AT IR 3R 7 € THER Y AR F IMTRIAF Flefet o1 FEAT Frdm a7 ¢,
St T AT AN & 9@ deter Stk fRar Sirerr =i

e The recent amendments to the criminal law were a missed opportunity to include these
crimes in the penal law.

glel ! HTqUTAT Fefad H HAU 37 IRl H1 g3 R H afde s 1w @
B3 TR Tl

¢ India’s stance is inconsistent with its insistence on the primacy of national and
territorial jurisdiction for dealing with CAH.

R &1 3@ AT 3R el eR a7 A Tueaar | 59% IR & & 1Y 3EId
g, ST CAH & e & T g1

e India’s commitment to human rights and its active participation in global human rights
forums are at odds with its reluctance to take stronger steps against CAH.

R F AAOSRI F Sfa Sfdeagear 3R dRges Aaritsr @4 # sHr afha
HENERT 58 CAH & TeTh Helgd FeA 3o ¥ fgaihane & @y & gl

e India has made three major reservations:
o Inclusion of ‘terrorism’
o Exclusion of ‘use of nuclear weapons’
o Acceptance of ‘only armed conflict’ situations.

HRd o el 9@ 3aTor fRU &
o ‘3Tdearg’ HI AAT HLT
o “OXATY] FIAARY T IUANT T agT AT
o ‘Fad FUFT FUY AT FI THHREAT
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|GS Paper II: Inda—éﬁil";|
Positive direction
India must ensure greater transparency
in talks with China

he 23rd meeting of the “Special Repre-
T sentatives” (SRs) of India and China — Na-

tional Security Adviser Ajit Doval and
Chinese Foreign Affairs Minister and Senior Polit-
buro member Wang Yi — was a milestone in the
restoration of ties since October this year. Alth-
ough the meeting of SRs is a stand-alone process,
meant to look at the broader boundary dispute
and resolve differences over the 3,500 kilometre-
long Line of Actual Control (LAC), it had been
paused since the military standoff in 2020. There
were a few firsts too: the two men meeting in
their capacities as SRs since 2019, although they
have held talks in the interim; such a high-level
visit to China and also Mr. Doval travelling to Beij-
ing since 2020. This indicates that the decision to
hold the SR talks, as mandated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping during
talks in Kazan in October, is a signal that with on-
ly LAC disengagement completed, New Delhi is
willing to move ahead on other mechanisms for
talks with Beijing, without waiting for the next
processes of de-escalation and de-induction. The
two sides have agreed to restart the Kailash-Man-
sarovar Yatra from India, border trade in Sikkim,
and data sharing for trans-boundary rivers. Other
suspended ties, including direct flights, business
and student visa liberalisation, and journalist ex-
changes, are also understood to be under discus-
sion. On the boundary question, the Doval-Wang
talks yielded what the Chinese Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs termed as “six consensuses”, and
the Ministry of External Affairs referred to as
“positive directions” in its release. These involve
continuing to implement the LAC de-escalation
process; revert to the SR process on resolving the
boundary issue according to the Eleven-articles
set out in a 2005 agreement; strengthen Confi-
dence Building Measures at the border and cross-
border exchanges; enhance coordination of the
SR process, and the Working Mechanism for Con-
sultation and Coordination on India-China Bor-
der Affairs to follow up agreements and to hold
the next Doval-Wang talks in 2025 in India.

The optics and the messaging of the SR meet-
ing indicate a certain momentum in re-engage-
ment after four years of serious military tensions,
and the suspension of regular contact, although
bilateral trade continued to thrive. The meeting
comes just ahead of 2025, that marks 75 years of
diplomatic relations, and a likely visit to China by
Mr. Modi as it hosts the next SCO summit. While
restoring the links is important, it is necessary to
strike a note of caution so that the situation
caused by the amassing of troops and LAC trans-
gressions by the PLA in 2020 is not repeated. The
government must also ensure more transparency
in its conversations with Beijing over the future
steps in normalising ties, the dismantling of buff-
er zones, restoration of status quo ante to 2020,
and mechanisms for future deterrence against
aggression at the India-China boundary.
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Positive Direction
TFRIcAS feam

The 23rd meeting of the “Special Representatives”
(SRs) of India and China — National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Affairs
Minister and Senior Politburo member Wang Yi —
was a milestone in the restoration of ties since
October this year.

a3 A & “fdw yafafaa’ (SRs) Fr 234t
d5F — USET F&T FAGHR it sterer AR <ah
fager 7= 3k aftss Afeasgyt geeT arr @ -
FFgal ¥ 39 ¥ Waul & qAedaT H vF HeT
TR |

e Although the meeting of SRs is a stand-alone process, meant to
look at the broader boundary dispute and resolve differences over the
3,500 kilometre-long Line of Actual Control (LAC), it had been
paused since the military standoff in 2020.

gTcilteh SRs T Jo% Ueh TATIA UiehaT &, ToaeT 3cad aTdeh AT
a1 W faarR & 31 3,500 fradlex ot arafas Rasor dar
(LAC) WX FJHGT HI FATYTT T g, 34 2020 H T IATRIT & §1G
AT T g arar |

e There were a few firsts too: the two men meeting in their
capacities as SRs since 2019, although they have held talks in the
interim; such a high-level visit to China and also Mr. Doval travelling to
Beijing since 2020.

$ AT Tge] o & QA ATFAAT 7 2019 §I SRs & &I H
Hellld &, gTelifh 6 GNIel 3egial STcid @I §; 38 g & -
T AT e 31T 2020 O &Y YT T Sifoier ST Y U ugel

CIES I

e This indicates that the decision to hold the SR talks, as mandated
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping during
talks in Kazan in October, is a signal that with only LAC
disengagement completed, New Delhi is willing to move ahead on
other mechanisms for talks with Beijing, without waiting for the next
processes of de-escalation and de-induction.

g Hehdl ol & o wermarerlt ai¥g Ay 3k wegufar ot foafer o
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Fagay # FoA H T & GRS SR talks RIS He #1 A0, I8 Hehl © &
&del LAC disengagement [ &l & &1, 71§ feelt fifSer & @y ardq=ha & fav =g
AT 9T 3T §gd dl JIR g, f9=r 3mTer de-escalation 31X de-induction 9fshar3it &1
SdaR U

e The two sides have agreed to restart the Kailash-Mansarovar Yatra from India, border
trade in Sikkim, and data sharing for trans-boundary rivers.

el gell o R { HerRI-AERIE A& § gE o, RfFwa & @ R, ik
IR-E1AT AfeAY & AT 3eT B+ W TgAfd gaFd & gl

e Other suspended ties, including direct flights, business and student visa
liberalization, and journalist exchanges, are also understood to be under discussion.

IEA-YerT o I9T & dgd IHsT S §

e On the boundary question, the Doval-Wang talks yielded what the Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs termed as “six consensuses”, and the Ministry of External Affairs
referred to as “positive directions” in its release.

AT g W, SYTe-arer arat =it e #arerd GanT “oF weAta g iR RAder
FATET @RI 39 AT & “HaRens Reamd” & &9 7 cgerd faHar |

e These involve continuing to implement the LAC de-escalation process; revert to the SR
process on resolving the boundary issue according to the Eleven-articles set out in a
2005 agreement; strengthen Confidence Building Measures at the border and cross-
border exchanges; enhance coordination of the SR process, and the Working

Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs to
follow up agreements and to hold the next Doval-Wang talks in 2025 in India.

gl LAC de-escalation Ufshall I ofl9] il SIRY IG@AT; HAT Hee A gl A & T
2005 w7 fAUiRa 7anE Igedal & 3R SR Ufkar & Iof: IR LT, daAr
W IR AT 9 HeA-ET H faearw AT 3urEt @ Asigd e, SR ufkar &
AT FT FoTT, 3R ARA-DT HAT AT W WA 31 T79a9 F AT FRFH
aF gaRT FASNAT FT Il AT IR 39T NATA-FIT aTedT 2025 H ART H AT
AT AT T

e The optics and the messaging of the SR meeting indicate a certain momentum in re-
engagement after four years of serious military tensions, and the suspension of regular
contact, although bilateral trade continued to thrive.

SR d&sh #T gedl 3R T Fg Hehel & & fh IR ast dsh a8k A= dqeira 3R
forafa dusd & Feee & a1g G o2 & uh AV A IS ¥, grenf efdvaha
SR ProlcT-Hefcll IgT|

e The meeting comes just ahead of 2025, which marks 75 years of diplomatic relations,
and a likely visit to China by Mr. Modi as it hosts the next SCO summit.

So%h 2025 81 Tg §3, Sl Feelifan Faul & 75 a9 A RAfeed X &, IR H
A Ay AT AT IMAT S Ig JRMAT SCO @I FFAST FT AT LT |

e While restoring the links is important, it is necessary to strike a note of caution so that
the situation caused by the amassing of troops and LAC transgressions by the PLA in
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2020 is not repeated.
STefeh FeUl I GACA Al Heeaqul 8, Tg 3MavTeh ¢ foh AIawml sid difeh
2020 # PLA g@rt dfasi &1 F#AmEsT 31K LAC 3eags oy fEufa geRT o &l

e The government must also ensure more transparency in its conversations with Beijing
over the future steps in normalising ties, the dismantling of buffer zones, restoration of
status quo ante to 2020, and mechanisms for future deterrence against aggression at
the India-China boundary.

WHR I AfST & T U7 T AHACT Todlel & ATTST FHGAT, BT Sled Sl FATC
Y, 2020 % qa TRufar dhr sgrel, 3R sa-eer der 9T 3mehAT & Qe sfasy &
fares dE & IR H Hoe arded & 3t aReRiar gARad S @iigul
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Should legislatures in India have fixed tenures?

GS Paper ll: Parliament

I PARLEY l

he Constitution (One Hundred and
Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill,
2024, introduced in the Lok Sabha
on December 17, 2024, mandates a
fixed five-year term for the Lok Sabha, with
State Legislature elections aligned to this cycle.
1f the Lok Sabha or any State Assembly is
dissolved before completing its full term,
mid-term elections will be held only for the
remainder of the five-year term. Should
legislatures in India have fixed tenures? P.D.T.
Achary and M.R. Madhavan discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by
Aaratrika Bhaumik. Edited excerpts:

Do fixed legislative tenures promote better
governance by reducing the disruptions of
frequent elections?

P.D.T. Achary: It is worth questioning whether
this Bill and the proposal for simultaneous polls
are necessary at all. The claim that such a
system will reduce electoral expenditure lacks
credibility. A portion of the expenditure is
allocated by the Election Commission and State
governments through budgetary provisions
from the Centre and the States. However, the
majority of election spending is incurred by
political parties. Even if some costs are saved, it
is improbable that political parties would
redirect these funds towards development or
infrastructure projects. More importantly,
frequent elections enhance political
accountability, compelling representatives to
regularly engage with the electorate.

M.R. Madhavan: This Bill does not propose a
fixed term for legislatures, as it allows for
mid-term elections. It ensures accountability to
the legislature, in line with the core tenet of the
parliamentary system. By permitting mid-term
elections, the Bill is also in conformity with the
basic structure of the Constitution. The key
change, however, is that in the event of a
mid-term election, the term of the newly
elected legislature will be shorter than five
years. Whether this improves governance is
uncertain. However, it does not provide the
same stability as the U.S. presidential system,
for instance, where the incumbent President
can only be removed through impeachment.

Does aligning the tenure of State Assemblies
with that of the Lok Sabha compromise
federalism and pose a threat to political
plurality?

MRM: I find the Bill symmetrical since it also
aligns the tenure of Parliament with that of
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The winter session of the Parliament, in New Delhi. ANI

State Assemblies. For instance, if the Central
government collapses after three years, fresh
elections will be conducted for the Lok Sabha,
and the newly elected legislative body will serve
only a reduced term of two years. Therefore, |
don’t think State Assemblies are being aligned
with Parliament. Rather, the Bill standardises
the timing of all elections to a common date. [
do not see any threat to federalism in this
approach.

The argument that simultaneous polls would
drive voters to select the same party for both
the Centre and the State Assembly is flawed, as
it underestimates the electorate’s intelligence.
Historical examples, such as the 2014 elections
in Delhi, demonstrate that voters can and do
make distinct choices. Despite the BJP’s
overwhelming victory at the Centre, voters
elected the AAP in the State Assembly, despite
both polls being held within six months of each
other.

PDTA: For the first time, this Bill seeks to make
the tenure of State Assemblies contingent upon
that of Parliament. For instance, if Parliament
completes its full term while a State Assembly is
only in its second year, the Assembly would be
prematurely dissolved, with elections held
concurrently with Parliament. This approach
undermines the principles of federalism. Under
the existing constitutional framework, State
Assemblies function as autonomous legislative
bodies. This Bill seeks to alter their
independent tenure, a crucial attribute of the
federal structure.

Could such a system discourage attempts to
destabilise governments and curb practices
like horse-trading?

PDTA: This is a novel proposal, and it is
difficult to predict whether such a system can

Under the existing constitutional
framework, State Assemblies function as
autonomous legislative bodies. This Bill
secks to alter their independent tenure, a
crucial attribute of the federal structure
P.D.T. ACHARY

effectively deter these practices at this stage.
However, a greater concern lies in the potential
erosion of India’s identity as a federal republic,
which is rooted in the autonomy of its
legislative bodies.

MRM: My understanding of the Bill is that it
aligns the tenure of State Assemblies with
Parliament for the first time. However, after a
few electoral cycles, if a mid-term election
occurs for Parliament, State Assemblies will
continue and will not be dissolved.

Recent large-scale defections in Madhya
Pradesh and Karnataka, where MLAs resigned
or were disqualified, triggered by-elections.
However, I doubt the Bill will curb such
practices. A more significant concern is the
dissolution of the House. If a government falls
after three and a half years, mid-term elections
will be necessary, taking an additional 4-6
months. This would result in a Lok Sabha with
a tenure of one year or less, which I believe is
undesirable.

Does the Bill adequately account for
political exigencies? For instance, if the
ruling party splits but the breakaway
faction refuses to side with the Opposition.

MRM: [ believe the Bill effectively addresses
such contingencies. For instance, the 2013
Delhi and 2005 Bihar legislative Assembly
elections resulted in hung Assemblies. In Delhi,
the Congress, AAP, and BJP were unable to

arrive at a consensus and form the government.

The Bill resolves such deadlocks by allowing
fresh elections to take place. The only
difference is that the newly elected legislature
will serve a reduced tenure rather than the full
five years.

PDTA: The Constitution prescribes a five-year
term for State Assemblies and the Lok Sabha
but allows for their dissolution to address
political exigencies. This flexibility reflects a
pragmatic approach to governance. While fixed
legislative tenures provide stability, the option
to dissolve legislatures is crucial for addressing
political instability. For instance, State
governments have often dissolved Assemblies

@PATRIOTICI/

to seek a fresh and decisive mandate through
mid-term elections — a contingency the Bill fails
to adequately address.

Could the German model of a constructive
vote of no-confidence help resolve political
stalemates?

PDTA: Such a proposal was rejected by the
high-level committee led by former President
Ram Nath Kovind. It has also been deliberated
upon previously, but I doubt its adoption is
feasible in India.

MRM: I don’t think it is a viable option given
our system. In most instances, when a ruling
government loses a no-confidence motion, no
alternative government commands a majority
in the House. This could lead to a situation
where the incumbent government remains in
power but lacks the majority needed to pass
essential bills or the budget.

The U.K.’s Fixed-term Parliaments Act of
2011, repealed in 2022, was criticised for
triggering constitutional crises and policy
paralysis. Are there lessons for India?

MRM: The Bill is being misunderstood as
proposing fixed legislative tenures when it only
introduces a “maximum term”. This is different
from the system that existed in the U.K., where
anewly elected legislature would complete its
full five-year term, even if mid-term elections
were to be held. In contrast, under the system
proposed by the Bill, if the government loses
the confidence of the legislative majority,
mid-term elections will be called, and the
newly elected legislature will then serve a
truncated tenure.

PDTA: In a country like ours, political
instability is a real possibility, especially at the
State level. While Parliament will continue to
have its five-year tenure, States may encounter
situations that necessitate mid-term elections,
resulting in shorter tenures for State
legislatures. [ firmly believe that, despite its
flaws, the current system should be preserved.
The proposal for simultaneous elections risks
creating unnecessary turmoil, and there is no
compelling reason to pursue it at this juncture.
The government should instead focus on
tackling more pressing challenges that affect
the people.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com
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Should legislatures in India have fixed tenures?

F4T 9Ra # aRsEt & ax e @ ofRe?

The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill,
2024, was introduced in the Lok Sabha on December 17, 2024,
mandating a fixed five-year term for the Lok Sabha, with State
Legislature elections aligned to this cycle.

wfaene (v 6t Seerdiaar @) f[{Uue, 2024, 17 e 2024 +r
ArREsHT F der fRAT T, Fwd AewsT & fav gt @i f 97 afe
3R o Rumwenat F 9T N 39 9% § Aae F1 9@ 2
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If the Lok Sabha or any State Assembly is dissolved before completing its full term,
mid-term elections will be held only for the remainder of the five-year term.

IfE dewweT a1 1S o Tow fremerasm 3o qf 3afy @A g & uge T g Sl
g, ol hdel AESIfad Tata aTehl gig |Ter @1 Iafer & faw mafora fho smean

P.D.T. Achary and M.R. Madhavan discuss the question in a conversation moderated
by Aaratrika Bhaumik.

P.D.T. Achary 3{R M.R. Madhavan §8 HdTel YT Aaratrika Bhaumik GanT Harfod T
Hare & = &g gl

P.D.T. Achary questions whether the Bill and the proposal for simultaneous polls are
necessary, arguing that the claim to reduce electoral expenditure lacks credibility.
P.D.T. Achary HaTel 331d & &b T fdas 3 wae gamat &1 Jedra e« g,

3T Fgell § foh TATdl A B HH Flel HT ol [AaHAT AL &

A portion of expenditure is allocated by the Election Commission and State
governments through budgetary provisions from the Centre and the States, but the
majority of election spending is incurred by political parties.

T & U feear Aaasr 3maer 3R s SFRT ganr Fg AR st § S graurer
& ATETH § e fonar Sirar &, Aot gora @ 1 iRy iear tereifas gat

GaRT dgel fhaT ST B
Frequent elections enhance political accountability, compelling representatives to
regularly engage with the electorate.

TR-IR AT TeTeitias SamEee! o Jerd &, forad sfafaftat wr @af@a s &

FACIAT3T & TTY Halg HeAT IS B

M.R. Madhavan states that the Bill does not propose a fixed term for legislatures but
allows for mid-term elections and ensures accountability to the legislature, in line with
the parliamentary system.

M.R. Madhavan &T &g § [ I8 9as RenRenst & v g 3afer &1 geaa
Tl AT §, dloh ALTFIMAF goral 1 HegAfT &1 § R RrenfRar & 9fy Faradd
AT e 8, S TEET JuTlell & 389 g
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e The key change is that in the event of a mid-term election, the term of the newly elected
legislature will be shorter than five years.

&Y deold I8 ¢ [ afe aegsifas gaEgld ¢, o v 9o I7¢ fenfsr & ety

91T G T S gl

e The Bill does not provide the same stability as the U.S. presidential system, where the
incumbent President can only be removed through impeachment.

I fadues gow. seufa gomelt Sl fEerar war €t e, stei Alsper wseufa &t
Faol AGIAANT & ATETH ¥ gSrAT ST b gl

e Aligning the tenure of State Assemblies with that of the Lok Sabha is argued to
compromise federalism and threaten political plurality.

TsT RAurerasmsit 7 359 & NFws & Iy NPT H1 Fuae 9 gHSiar s
3R ITeEfaw agm-uﬁ A H STeley &7 3R SER—T AT &

¢ M.R. Madhavan finds the Bill symmetrical and argues that aligning elections to a
common date does not threaten federalism.

M.R. Madhavan fa€eh I FHGEIYOT AT 8 3R 3T Fgal & [ FoAral & Th
AT fafd v W@ 1 Fgag S G H g0 STerdr|
e The argument that simultaneous polls would drive voters to select the same party for

both the Centre and the State Assembly is flawed, as demonstrated by the 2014 Delhi
elections.

Ig T 1o GHT FoTal § Acleldl e R AT faureqen g & fav w & o9t &
T YA, I B, ST & 2014 Redh gamat 2 @

e P.D.T. Achary argues that for the first time, the Bill seeks to make the tenure of State
Assemblies contingent upon that of Parliament, undermining federalism.

P.D.T. Achary & &g § T Tgell IR Ig A0us Tsa Auaasmsit & 36 w1 dwg
T 3 W AR s §, 50w duarg FASR g gl

o Under the existing constitutional framework, State Assemblies function as
autonomous legislative bodies, but this Bill alters their independent tenure, a key
feature of federal structure.

TaAT auTfae e & dgd, Tsd RUasT Fare sl gvaw s &7 & s
Fr &, dfraT I8 9T 3ah TadT 3afr & seaar g, St THT G941 FT Th
HEcdquT I[oT gl

e P.D.T. Achary raises concerns about the potential erosion of India's identity as a federal
republic due to the proposed system.

P.D.T. Achary S¥dIfad YuTlell & HRUT HRA FHI THT I0RST F T H Ugdll &
garfad g W [™ar sged &a 2l

e M.R. Madhavan doubts the Bill will curb practices like horse-trading, but expresses
concern over mid-term elections and the potential delay in forming a new government.

M.R. Madhavan & ¥cg ¢ & I8 f0ae es-wrRar) Sy gam3ft &7 s e, oifere
d FAegFIfas gamal 3R T 78 WHR Tl 7 Ffad ¢ W Bar szera axa &

o If a government falls after three and a half years, mid-term elections will be necessary,
and the Lok Sabha could have a one-year or shorter tenure, which is undesirable.
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Ife FS aeFR e 3 3mer wre ag AR §, o Fegwfas goma sl g, 3
AHHHT HT 373 T T AT STH HH &I bl g, ol AT gl

Does the Bill adequately account for political exigencies?

F4T frer Torefas 3mara RRufaat & gdicad & @ €T # t@ar 82

MRM believes the Bill effectively addresses contingencies like the ruling party split. For
example, Delhi's 2013 and Bihar's 2005 legislative elections resulted in hung
Assemblies. The Bill resolves such deadlocks by allowing fresh elections, but the newly
elected legislature will serve a reduced tenure.

MRM & HAlTeT & o foel Toteiiiae 3 Reufadr o gemdt o1 & @& & g,
o fr aaree arét Fr1 fAHrsteT| 3eeer & fou, edlt 2013 3R fMgR 2005 &
faenaem oAt & hung Assemblies g5 df| foer & AT &1 & 1 & faw
drel geArdl Y AT ST &, dfhed AT Gel T fAUTAGHT FT FrdehTel TeT FIHT BT

PDTA points out that the Constitution prescribes a five-year term for legislatures but
allows for dissolution to address political exigencies. Fixed tenures provide stability,
but the option to dissolve legislatures is crucial to address political instability.

PDTA T FgaTT ¢ o "faene furagem & fOv o a1 &1 FRE @uiRa Har §,
ofehet Tsfelfaieh 3T ATt I FNfAT 3 & fore fwes v 3rgafa & g1 o
FIITS AT UeTd FIAT &, difchal fAma@em & Aufed Fa #1 AFeq Toeifas
TR & TNRAT e & v 3maeas g

States often dissolve Assemblies for mid-term elections to seek a fresh mandate,
which the Bill doesn't adequately address.

UG 3R Aegifas gamal & fav fausrasm #F fQufed sa § arfe aar semwer
gred fRar o T, o e gafeq &9 & gaifa €7 &ar 2l

Could the German model of a constructive vote of no-confidence help resolve political
stalemates?

FAT AT Alsd H Th AATONcAS 31f3ard yedd Tefeiifae Aol FI g ael & HAcg
HT Tohcll g7

Website: patrioticias.in
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PDTA mentions that this proposal was rejected by the high-level committee led by
former President Ram Nath Kovind. It has been deliberated before, but its adoption in
India is not feasible.

PDTA &I 3ei@ ¢ f&h 50 9edld &l g Wsgufa I Hifde ganT Aqgea fhe v
3TT-TRIT AT o AR fFar 41| 58 uger off Tar &1 a5 oY, JfehT 7IRa 7 sHar
HYATAT EHT AT ¢

MRM agrees and adds that in most cases when a ruling government loses a no-

confidence motion, no alternative government commands a majority, which could lead
to the incumbent government staying in power without a majority.

MRM TgHTY c¥eFd ¥ & 3R Ssa § & 310 #aFel & 39 9% TWaR
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HfRATE WA ER S &, A P dFfous WEAR TgAT girad Aet e ¢, e
IIATT THR %ﬂquHd F Tar H S0 w|ar gl

The U.K.’s Fixed-term Parliaments Act of 2011, repealed in 2022, was
criticised for triggering constitutional crises and policy paralysis. Are
there lessons for India?

I & 2011 F1 raes-eat wifelamicy vae, st 2022 #F TR faam am,
# wfamfas dwe AR AHfdea afodyr oo F@ & v srarEeT i
7§ ot F1 aRa & v FER Fo W 32
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MRM clarifies that the Bill does not propose fixed tenures but introduces a “maximum
term”. The U.K. system allowed a full five-year term, even after mid-term elections,
whereas the Indian Bill proposes that after a mid-term election, the newly elected
legislature will serve a reduced tenure.

MRM ¥qs¢ &d & 5 o @uiRa see o1 yearg d87 aar, dfes “rRaad
FIASIE” TEJT AT §| Zoh YOTell F Gid ATl T FI-ASIS QAT ST T, 870t &
Ao AT U &, Safeh HRAT foer & gEariad ¢ for Aegsifas o & 9,
AT ¥ ITC TIUTHSAT BT HIIhTel TET E3HT g1

PDTA argues that political instability is a real concern, especially at the State level.
He believes States might face situations necessitating mid-term elections, resulting in
shorter tenures for State legislatures. He advocates for preserving the current system
despite its flaws.

PDTA &T gl g foh Teteilfae 3PURAT T aredfde far g, TIdvew Is9 TR |
3T AT & o o 0y gRTEATGET 1 aar ¢ gha & Sas fov aegsfas
AT T gia, fHQ T fAUrerweiy & hrdienlel F g1 @bl §1 a8 $8h alsl &
STaSIG ddHATT YTl &l §TC Y@el I Jehleld Hd o

The proposal for simultaneous elections risks creating unnecessary turmoil, and the
government should instead focus on addressing more pressing challenges that affect
the people.

FHAFIAS ATl o TEATT HATGRIF IYA-JIA YT el T T g, 3R FhR Y
g8 Folg Sl T YA Fel dlell 3o dehred Gatfal sl 6w W)
€T Higd =T AT
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The social character
of scientific knowledge

In science, not knowing is ubiquitous. The problems arise when we
don’t know, or choose to overlook, where science ends and faith begins

Essay
asudevan Mukun

any of us want to know how the
M SARS-CoV-2 virus originated. To

do that, right now we need to
unravel its evolution from its bat corona-
virus ancestor by sequencing the ge-
nomes of animals and viruses near the
outbreak site and we need to effect Chi-
na’s cooperation to check whether SARS-
CoV-2 could have ‘leaked’ from a lab.
Where the virus came from was once sin-
gularly important because the answer
could have pointed the way to avoiding si-
milar outbreaks in future. But today,
there is good reason for this question to
take the back seat.

We don’t know where or how the virus
originated. If it did in a lab, we would
have to re-examine how we regulate re-
search facilities and their safeguards and
the manner of political oversight that
won’t curtail research freedom. If the vi-
rus is au naturel, we would have to insti-
tute and/or expand pathogen surveil-
lance, eliminate wildlife trafficking, and
improve social security measures to en-
sure populations can withstand out-
breaks without becoming distressed. But
even as these possibilities aren’t equally
likely (according to scientists I trust), the
origin of SARS-CoV-2 is less important
than it once was because the COVID-19
pandemic caused us to implement all
these outcomes to varying degrees.

SARS-CoV-2 isn’t special of course: it’s
still difficult to conclusively say what real-
ly happened with many things, scientifi-
cally. In 1977, a telescope in the U.S. re-
corded a signal from outer space that
remains strange to this day. We don’t
have a physical explanation for the
“spooky” result of an experiment Anton
Zeilinger and co. conducted in 1998. We
lack a complete understanding of how
general anaesthesia works its magic on
the brain. Not even their makers fully
know how powerful Al models work the
way they do. No existing theory of nature
can say what happens in intervals shorter
than 10°(-43) seconds.

In fact, not knowing is ubiquitous. To
quote philosopher Nicholas Rescher, “no
one can say in advance what questions
natural science can and cannot answer.”
But science communication has taught
me not all of us can know everything un-
less we invest considerable, perhaps
even impossible, resources. Years ago,
the philosopher Daniel Sarewitz wrote an
article that changed my relationship with
science. He argued that while we may
know about the Higgs boson particle and
that it gives other elementary particles
their masses, we can’t truly know any of
this until we learn the complicated math-
ematics required to make sense of it. Un-
til then, we just have faith in the physi-
cists who know. This relationship goes for
most technical information in our lives.

Science journalists like me communi-
cate science by providing for scientists’
claims, to quote Rescher, “the backing of
a rationale that renders [their] correct-
ness evident”, but I still demand a consid-
erable amount of faith from readers. At
some point faith also becomes trust but
trust still isn’t understanding. (This said,
the system of sanctions should they err
provides a reasonable backstop for trust
in scientists’ and journalists’ work.) The
general idea here is that you pick some-
one you trust and you believe what they
say to be true. Let’s call this the social
character of scientific knowledge.

When people encounter a weighty
concept scientists aren’t able to explain
fully, the social character becomes more
apparent than it normally is. Some peo-
ple trust impassioned scientists unwilling
to consider extra-scientific possibilities.
Some lean towards authority figures who
don’t trust science to provide the answer.
Historically, people have turned to faith
in the face of the unknown. The pro-
blems arise when we don’t know, or
choose to overlook, where science ends
and faith/trust begins. Then we fixate on
answers that may never matter at the ex-
pense of answers that are already useful.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in
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The Social Character of
Scientific Knowledge

s A &1 s
el

In science, not knowing is
ubiquitous. The problems arise
when we don’t know, or choose
to overlook, where science ends
and faith begins.

AT # o ST gdeandt #1
ATV d9 3cUe gl & o9 g
TEl S, AT AAGHIR T8
TSIL3ETST FId & T faaa el
gATCd gl § 3R faearw Fer g%
giar 3l

eMany of us want to know how the SARS-
CoV-2 virus originated. To do that, right now
we need to unravel its evolution from its bat
coronavirus ancestor by sequencing the
genomes of animals and viruses near the
outbreak site and we need to effect China’s
cooperation to check whether SARS-CoV-2
could have ‘leaked’ from a lab.

§H H @ $3S ol Tg STl A6 & T
SARS-CoV-2 drd &gl 8 3cdeet §3T|
VT A & forw, g3 3130 sk de
FRI|ATEARRE Jao & $Heh [Ihd &l Slefel
& forT wepat 3R arE & Shete &
3TIhATT T B9, 3R &3 it & Fgar
Fr 3MaTSar Rl Ig S & v f& &

SARS-CoV-2 & JIREmRITer ¥ ‘oile’ g3 2Tl

e Where the virus came from was once singularly important because the answer could
have pointed the way to avoiding similar outbreaks in future.
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ARIH ET @ 3T AT, g oW AT & & Ageaqul AT Fifeh gHepr 3ax AfasT o
U a8 & UGl A a7 HT AT fG@r Fehar 2|

o But today, there is good reason for this question to take the back seat.
AfReT 31T, 3T FaTel & WS gt & fIv U 3eaT FROT gl

o We don’t know where or how the virus originated. If it did in a lab, we would have to re-

examine how we regulate research facilities and their safeguards and the manner of
political oversight that won’t curtail research freedom.

§H 61 Seid foh aTeRE el AT 3T 3| IR I fohall FAaTmer g3 o,
dr g4 TE YT Sl g foh & reTeener gl 3 3o AT U A H
PRIf R & 3N Toeifae PRET & alF & 5y oReie & § oy a8
YT FIATAT T ol o |

o If the virus is au naturel, we would have to institute and/or expand pathogen

surveillance, eliminate wildlife trafficking, and improve social security measures to
ensure populations can withstand outbreaks without becoming distressed.

3R dRRY Fipidd T F ool g3 g, ar g4 dee e T 3iar
e el g1l aeasita Tt T HATCT L BT, 3R FrATfores e urat

UREAT §IM Ifeh SITHEAT JehTat T F1HAT Y Feh oAl IR g

o But even as these possibilities aren’t equally likely (according to scientists | trust), the
origin of SARS-CoV-2 is less important than it once was because the COVID-19
pandemic caused us to implement all these outcomes to varying degrees.

ofthel STefeh I THIGAC THI T & WHIAT QT & (37 dRAeAehl & AR & |
# favara AT §), SARS-CoV-2 T 3¢l Ugel & g Hca ol el & Fifeh
COVID-19 HETHRT o g 31 &l gRumaAl &l faffiest 8l e o] et & fov
AR fona|

e SARS-CoV-2 isn’t special of course: it’s still difficult to conclusively say what really
happened with many things, scientifically.

SARS-COV-zﬁeTcraé"r%-ugyaﬁaﬂaaaﬁr&aﬁfa‘ﬁmuagﬁvﬁwm@r
mﬂfﬁﬂ%ﬁ?éﬁﬁawﬁaﬁaﬁwgm

e In 1977, atelescope in the U.S. recorded a signal from outer space that remains strange
to this day.

1977 #, IANFT A Toh e o agdl IaRel ¥ U Hohd Rl fohar S 3meT o
3refle ST E31 g

« We don’t have a physical explanation for the “spooky” result of an experiment Anton
Zeilinger and co. conducted in 1998.

gAR 9TH 1998 H Tee SR 3R 3% WgahfAdl gany fhu arv v yiter & “effaanr
gRUTH &1 Hifds TIsEaor 78

e We lack a complete understanding of how general anaesthesia works its magic on the
brain.

EAR UM I§ THSS H1 qU dUH 761 & o6 AAT @eif@ar Afedss 9T 39el
STgS JeTTd ha STefdm gl
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o Not even their makers fully know how powerful Al models work the way they do.
gl s o Sofeh AATar off qf e & 7161 STetal o Ffaer gefaerar (Al) Alsd 30
e & FH HY A &l

o No existing theory of nature can say what happens in intervals shorter than 10°(-43)
seconds.

Yl & adAe H H1S o [Feticqd Ig g1 HE Hehell foh 107 (-43) Yehs  BIC IcIel
H F47 g gl

e In fact, not knowing is ubiquitous. To quote philosopher Nicholas Rescher, “no one can
say in advance what questions natural science can and cannot answer.”

qEdd H, 7 SAAT FIA | GAARME fAplerd TR & 2usel 1 Ieyd A gL,
‘IS Ig G dhg Fehdl Toh WIpfcieh AT fhE 99T &1 3o} & Fehell § IR Tohepr
TET|”

e But science communication has taught me not all of us can know everything unless we
invest considerable, perhaps even impossible, resources.

et faeiteT ware @ 73 I8 f{wrn & 6 g7 &7 @ @l o1 99 o A S Hehdd,
ST doh &H HTHY JATT oT81 a2l d, ATAE Ig JITHT oY gl

e Years ago, the philosopher Daniel Sarewitz wrote an article that changed my
relationship with science.

FS AT Ygol, cITeeT 3faged MAAea & v @ for@r st A 3R aasT & Rea #r
Jeo T

e He argued that while we may know about the Higgs boson particle and that it gives other
elementary particles their masses, we can’t truly know any of this until we learn the
complicated mathematics required to make sense of it.

3 a% fRar 6 Safd ga feew Sl &0 & aR # Sera § 3R Tg 3 Hered
FUI I 3THT ST ST &, 89 H & F1S Y 37 9 H IFdd & A¢ AT FHhdl oI
d% &H 9% 3 Fl GHSA & AU ’ETF SAfeel A0IT el @]

e Until then, we just have faith in the physicists who know.
ds d%, gH [ sitfasfael X faeara gar § it S g
e This relationship goes for most technical information in our lives.
g HEY GHAN Sliael o ITTRRIT el ATTHRI & foIT S1e] 8 &

e Science journalists like me communicate science by providing for scientists’ claims, to
quote Rescher, “the backing of a rationale that renders [their] correctness evident”, but |
still demand a considerable amount of faith from readers.

faaer mER S A e @ darfed #a § 3R dafaewr & e @ FAdT gard
A & R & 2eal #, ‘98 dd FHAIT AV [3AD] FTAT T TASC FIAT &7, AfeheT BT
off & grewl ¥ Tk FIAN AET A Reard A AW FAT g

e At some point faith also becomes trust but trust still isn’t understanding.

fordr g T faeare o Rarar 3 e oer &, aferet fazara fee oft wover w1t @)

e The general idea here is that you pick someone you trust and you believe what they say
to be true.
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g1 1 AT AR Jg ¢ o 39 fFdr 0 =gfFd &l god 8 9| @« 39 favara
A § 3 3T AT § T S 98 ded & 98 I &

Let’s call this the social character of scientific knowledge.
SU A d<llater AT & Wi aRT & &9 & Jord B

When people encounter a weighty concept scientists aren’t able to explain fully, the
social character becomes more apparent than it normally is.

ST @eT U FAgcdqUT RAgHTd & T ad § O d9ferd QU aXE ¥ 6 qHeT
Hard, dl SHPT FTATTOIS IRT AT & 3186 TS g ST gl

Some people trust impassioned scientists unwilling to consider extra-scientific

possibilities.

T AT WA 3carer dfast W faeae wd § S IifaRea-aias Jenaanst o
R aa 3 AR 787 8|

Some lean towards authority figures who don'’t trust science to provide the answer.

o ol 3o Wiftga safFaal 1 3K gehd § o faae R faearg w8 axd & a8

3K el X HohdT gl
Historically, people have turned to faith in the face of the unknown.
AfETRE ® 9, @l AT & Ao faearw fr 3R 73§

The problems arise when we don’t know, or choose to overlook, where science ends

Only Union govt. can
decide, says HC on
Rahul citizenship row

|GS Paper lI: Citizenship|

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Allahabad High Court
on Thursday said the Un-
ion government is the com-
petent authority to decide
on citizenship-related mat-
ters. The oral observations
were made during the
hearing of a petition that
seeks directions from the
court for a CBI probe into
the alleged British citizen-
ship of Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha and
Congress MP  Rahul
Gandbhi.

The petition filed by S.
Vignesh  Shishir, being
heard by the Bench of
Chief Justice Arun Bhansali
and Justice Jaspreet Singh,
also prayed for directions
to the Chief Election Com-
missioner, Uttar Pradesh’s
Chief Electoral Officer, and
Rae Bareilly’s Returning
Officer to cancel Mr. Gand-
hi’s electoral certificate.

Mr. Shishir’s social me-
dia profile says that he is a
BJP member.

In his application, he
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The petitioner said
he has details from
U.K. govt. to prove
that Rahul is a
British citizen

claimed that he had sub-
mitted a detailed represen-
tation-cum-complaint to
the Foreigners Division of
the Union Home Ministry,
in which he had requested
the authorities concerned
to cancel Mr. Gandhi’s In-
dian citizenship under
Rules and Regulations of
Section 9(2) of the Citizen-
ship Act, 1955, read with
Rule 40(2) of the Citizen-
ship Rules, 2009 and Sche-
dule 111 of 2009 Rules.

On Thursday, he told
the court that he has de-
tails from the U.K. govern-
ment that proves that the
Congress leader is a British
citizen. As the Home Minis-
try needed time to decide
on the representation, the
court adjourned the mat-
ter for further hearing on
March 24, 2025.

Only Union govt. can decide, says HC
on Rahul citizenship row

ngaawrﬁarcnﬁaﬁwgréaﬁém
gl ¢ [ Had Fg THER & [Auig o
Fhal &

On Thursday, the Allahabad High Court said the
Union government is the competent authority to
decide on citizenship-related matters.

AR I, FAEIG 3o A g A Fgl 6
ANTREAT ¥ FaOd A W vk as &1 afer
FId Fg WHER & I ¢l

e The oral observations were made during the hearing of a petition
that seeks directions from the court for a CBI probe into the alleged
British citizenship of Rahul Gandhi, Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha and Congress MP.

Ie Alf@® feouoll 3@ s At gaas & ke & a1,
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s & faw & dan 3R wE wE Tgw e B FR R A #

e F fav sged & didieng s i fGar & i AR FI 7

e The petition was filed by S. Vignesh Shishir, and is being heard by the Bench of Chief
Justice Arun Bhansali and Justice Jaspreet Singh.

I Fifes . feee RIRT qarr arr & 18 o, 3 3@ e ~ameder ot
srarelt 3R =S swdha g A dis garT gar 9 e 2
e The petition also prayed for directions to the Chief Election Commissioner, Uttar

Pradesh’s Chief Electoral Officer, and Rae Bareilly’s Returning Officer to cancel Mr.
Gandhi’s electoral certificate.

af & FEa fate T, 3 WU & gea fata e, sk Tt &
Refeter srftawrly & st aiely &1 Goara wwATOr 97 g TR w1 e A A oft wrekan
$r 15 oY

e Mr. Shishir’s social media profile indicates that he is a BJP member.
sit R A aera AT NEEa § ga1 goar § & g7 oo F G5

e In his application, he claimed that he had submitted a detailed representation-cum-
complaint to the Foreigners Division of the Union Home Ministry, requesting the
authorities to cancel Mr. Gandhi’s Indian citizenship under Section 9(2) of the
Citizenship Act, 1955, read with Rule 40(2) of the Citizenship Rules, 2009 and
Schedule Il of 2009 Rules.

9 G H oo qrar fRar B seele i g Harerw & Rl Remr F v
frga vaffRea-wia Rema & & e 3@ sefta sfteRat @ srda
ARTREFAT FTefel, 1955 F 4RT 9(2) F ded 4 et A WRAT APIRFAT g FA FT
3reprer fmam o, o aerRear faer, 2009 & s 40(2) 3t 2009 & st #r

T 11l & | gl 4T 9Tl

e On Thursday, he told the court that he has details from the U.K. government proving
that the Congress leader is a British citizen.

AR FY, Ieglal el § FeT fF 3% g e s & fAawor § st a8 e
S § B sErE aar fafer anmRe §)

e« Asthe Home Ministry needed time to decide on the representation, the court adjourned
the matter for further hearing on March 24, 2025.

9% a7 Farew & yfafafee w fackr a9 F R gaw alRe a1, seea & awa
#Y 3Tel FaAars 24 AT 2025 9% & v wufAa wv &
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SC rejects
contempt plea
over dharam
sansad nod

GS Paper Il: Contempt
of Court

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday refused to enter-
tain a plea filed by senior
bureaucrats and activists
seeking contempt action
against the Ghaziabad dis-
trict administration and
Uttar Pradesh Police for al-
lowing a dharam sansad.

However, a Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna directed the
authorities to keep track of
the happenings in the san-
sad and record the event.

The petitioners led by
activist Aruna Roy, repre-
sented by advocates Prash-
ant Bhushan and Cheryl
D’Souza, alleged that the
administration gave per-
mission to the Yati Nara-
singhanand Foundation to
hold the dharam sansad
between December 17 and
21 at Ghaziabad despite the
programme advertise-
ments showing communal
statements against the fol-
lowers of Islam, inciting
violence against Muslims.

They argued that the al-
leged lapse on the part of
the district administration
and the State Police
amounted to a “wilful and
deliberate contempt of the
orders of the Supreme
Court wherein it had di-
rected all competent and
appropriate authorities to
take swuo motu action
against individuals or
groups who indulge in
communal activities and
hate speeches.”

The Chief Justice asked
the petitioners to approach
the authorities concerned.
“All matters cannot come
to the apex court. If I enter-
tain one, I have to enter-
tain all,” the CJI said. Mr.
Bhushan insisted that one
case should be made an ex-
ample. “If it happens in
one case, it will stop,” he
argued.
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SC rejects contempt plea over dharam
sansad nod

UH UG HI AT & W FAA HIE
HIATTAT IThT GRS T

The Supreme Court on Thursday refused to entertain a
plea filed by senior bureaucrats and activists seeking
contempt action against the Ghaziabad district
administration and Uttar Pradesh Police for allowing a
dharam sansad.

TeaR F FHA FE o aRss mmafaw sfewRat sk
AATSIS FRISATAT T gRT 1 7S IIfAHT H GRS FT
feam, forwat anforamare forer gemwer 3 3wv weeor gfow &
f@e® @7 due 1 AGAT &7 W HAATAAT Friarer
AR &Y 71 ot

. However, a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna
directed the authorities to keep track of the happenings in the sansad and
record the event.

gTeliish, R & HET ~ArATeNer Fofla Teedl Y Jegerar arelt dis
HOFRAT F 4of FHE H & W& geanit &1 RFE @ 3R 390 W AR
@= F1 e =

. The petitioners led by activist Aruna Roy, represented by advocates
Prashant Bhushan and Cheryl D’Souza, alleged that the administration gave
permission to the Yati Narasinghanand Foundation to hold the dharam
sansad between December 17 and 21 at Ghaziabad, despite the programme
advertisements showing communal statements against the followers of Islam,
inciting violence against Muslims.

ARFFAST & Aqed # AHATTIF FRFar 3eon 17, Fae vt
gl werid owor 3R AN e gEArT B F IR wemr
YU d Ifa AT IHeig FEeU H ModEE & 178 21 RER & &=
3 qHE IR F A epaAfa &, SafF FrREH F BaAmat F e &
FIAAAt F @eTs AEveRF 9w R v 4, S guaAEl F @ems

3Hard I

. They argued that the alleged lapse on the part of the district
administration and the State Police amounted to a “wilful and deliberate

contempt” of the orders of the Supreme Court, which had directed all competent and
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appropriate authorities to take suo motu action against individuals or groups indulging
in communal activities and hate speeches.

3l aF R B Srar wemwe 3k oo gfew i FRT 9% gt F F gt
¥ B “Segge AR FTEgEER aAEar & W g, e gle wiE a wsh
et 3R 3T AERA # avveRe afaffat st awa o smwot & anfae
sfFaal a1 wgl F Bare gar A FRas w6 Fw1 Ader far amn

The Chief Justice asked the petitioners to approach the authorities concerned.
q&g e & aiffFwatat & gafta sfwRal & goF w9 w7

“All matters cannot come to the apex court. If | entertain one, | have to entertain all,” the
CJl said.

HET ~grTefier A Fet, “wft A oMY srerera F € 3T FEA| IR A v AW H
FHER FIT § A 3 W F TAHFR F@T B

Mr. Bhushan insisted that one case should be made an example. “If it happens in one
case, it will stop,” he argued.

HIOT A SR F Fel & TF A Y 3SEROT FAT AT “I0R IE T AHAS A
g 8, a1 A§ T SATC,” SRl o R

Disrobing of women is a
blot on the Constitution: SC

IGS Paper I: Society |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday in a judgment
said the disrobing, grie-
vous assault and public hu-
miliation committed on
two women accused of
witchcraft in rural Bihar in
2020 amounted to a blot
on the constitutional spirit
of equality and dignity.

A Bench of Justices C.T.
Ravikumar and Sanjay Ka-
rol castigated the Patna
High Court for staying cri-
minal proceedings against
the accused persons and
the Bihar government for
not pursuing the case to
bring justice to the
women.

“Witchcraft is deeply in-
tertwined with supersti-
tion, patriarchy and social
control, leaving it to no

It also pulled up
Patna High Court for
staying the criminal
proceedings against
the accused

manner of surprise that
such allegations were most
often directed against wo-
men who were either wi-
dows or elderly. A variety
of reasons are accepted to
be the reasons for casting
such aspersions — caste-
based discrimination, reta-
liation for defying social
norms, etc,” Justice Karol
observed in a 19-page
judgment.

The court held that
each case of inhumane
and degrading incidents
against women accused of
witchcraft potentially went
against the spirit of the
Constitution.

Website: patrioticias.in
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“Dignity goes to the ve-
ry core of the existence of
an individual in society.
Any action which under-
mines dignity either by an
act of another person or
that of the State is poten-
tially going against the spi-
rit of the Constitution of
India,” the court highlight-
ed, reviving the trial
against the accused.

“Incidents such as the
one before us, as also ma-
ny others that come across
our desks, keep us alive to
the on-ground reality that
however much has been
done by way of legislative,
executive and judicial ac-
tion to protect vulnerable
sections of the society, in
this context women, from
exploitation, its effect has
not permeated to the
grassroot level,” the court
said.

Disrobing of
women is a blot on
the Constitution:
SC

AT HT A
FLT AU W
W{I}ﬁﬂ'aﬂ'&

. The Supreme Court on
Thursday in a judgment said the
disrobing, grievous assault and
public humiliation committed on
two women accused of witchcraft
in rural Bihar in 2020 amounted
to a blot on the constitutional
spirit of equality and dignity.
TeaR F A FE & & S
# Fg1 & 2020 F REgr F arior
a7 F G F HAT FH ar
Afge3it W P 0 A9 FI@,
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s T 3 adefas A Giue f e st ke A seer ) v
Had gl
e ABench of Justices C.T. Ravikumar and Sanjay Karol castigated the Patna High

Court for staying criminal proceedings against the accused persons and the Bihar
government for not pursuing the case to bring justice to the women.

A .8, NFAR IR T FATH NS o gear 3oq AT H 3=
e 3MIAET & s ARrel FRIaRr ) A s 3R fAeR @aR FI Afgansit
FI #TT Remer & AT A A7 ufkar & 3m A8 genr & fav|

o “Witchcraft is deeply intertwined with superstition, patriarchy and social control,
leaving it to no manner of surprise that such allegations were most often directed against
women who were either widows or elderly. A variety of reasons are accepted to be the
reasons for casting such aspersions — caste-based discrimination, retaliation for
defying social norms, etc,” Justice Karol observed in a 19-page judgment.

"GN ITER. Ik & Jrurfaeary, Repwen 3R @@fod A=er @ S3v g37 €, o 7%
S HRTY H T G & [ 50 Re & I R Reranait a1 ot ARRanst &
Qs PNT A1 &l 39 dRE & 3RIT o6 & AfFeT HROT A A0 & — Afadrg
e Agema, WIATAF AWIEST T Seaus w9 g, 3, =raafd e o
19 gsat & favia & fecqolr )

e The court held that each case of inhumane and degrading incidents against women
accused of witchcraft potentially went against the spirit of the Constitution.

FE o o1 & TG F INT F ARnHt F Bew v @A wEEy i
HYATASTAS TeAT FRAURT Y HGAT & [QATE & Faha 2

o “Dignity goes to the very core of the existence of an individual in society. Any action
which undermines dignity either by an act of another person or that of the State is
potentially going against the spirit of the Constitution of India,” the court highlighted,
reviving the trial against the accused.

"aRE TATST A TRl Al & 3fecdca & Hqel & &1 Hg o FF S IR T FHAT
g &, 918 98 GER SARFA @R fhaT I @) AT e gaNT, I AR FhaureT i
HIGT & T g1 Fehcl &," HIC o Fhgl, IRITAA & Wl Fehed &1 T T Y&
Fd gul

. “Incidénts such as the one before us, as also many others that come across our desks,
keep us alive to the on-ground reality that however much has been done by way of
legislative, executive and judicial action to protect vulnerable sections of the society,
in this context women, from exploitation, its effect has not permeated to the grassroot
level,” the court said.

"EAR A O YRR AT geATT S §, O @ 3 HeT geA’ A gAR A HE
g, @ & ffra areafawar @ dera w8 @A F e, sRdfesr
RF fFaEe & ATCTH F T AT & AN 91, 39 oo & Afgamat, Y
ANYT F T F fT FA F1A AT 747 &, AfFT TR W STHT T dF AL
9geT " FIE F FEll
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Govt. asks X to
delete ‘partial
clips of Shah’s

comments

GS Paper lll: Cyber
Crime

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (I4C),
under the Union Home Mi-
nistry, has demanded that
X take down a clip of Home
Minister Amit Shah’s con-
tested remarks in Parlia-
ment on B.R. Ambedkar
and the Congress.

In an email to certain
Congress MPs and to the
official Congress X handle,
the social media company
cited the I4C charge that
the viral clip “violates the
law(s) of India”. X told the
Congress account-holders
that it had not taken any
action on the govern-
ment’s demand.

“Under what basis was
this demand issued,” Con-
gress spokesperson Supri-
ya Shrinate asked on
Thursday, defending the
posts.

The BJP has said that the
clip cuts off at a misleading
point.

The 14C used powers
granted under Section 79
(3)(b) of the Information
Technology Act, 2000 to
send notices to X to take
down the video. In March,
14C was authorised and de-
signated as an agency to is-
sue “Take Down Notices’ to
social media intermediar-
ies and platforms to re-
move “unlawful content”.

Other than 14C, this
power is entrusted to all
law enforcement agencies,
including the State police.
The I14C was established by
the Home Ministry to pro-
vide a framework and eco-
system for these law enfor-
cement  agencies to
monitor and deal with cy-
bercrime in a coordinated
and comprehensive
manner.

A government official
said that notices under
Section 79(3)(b) of the IT
Act to take down online
content can be issued even
without the registration of
a First Information Report
(FIR).

14C CEO Rajesh Kumar
did not answer queries on
whether any FIR had been
filed in this case.
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Govt. asks X to delete ‘partial’ clips of Shah’s
comments

TWER JF X T g Hr fecgforay & 3nfas BFeaa
gele &I FHgl

. The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I14C), under the Union Home
Ministry, has demanded that X take down a clip of Home Minister Amit Shah’s
contested remarks in Parliament on B.R. Ambedkar and the Congress.

FET 6 AT F qed AR AFaR FISA HIASAAT AT (14C) 7 X A § #A
AT ag HT NFFHT F Fr 1S B.R. azH 3R w1 ) [arfea feoaforar & Fag s
gCTel T AT &r gl

. In an email to certain Congress MPs and to the official Congress X handle, the
social media company cited the 14C charge that the viral clip “violates the law(s) of
India.”

o FAW Fiwal AR FEAW F JfAFRF X I F1 0 AT A, Gered AfAr Fuelr &
14C @RT 3RIT T aTell & §T gl b IR [Feld 0 & FiefaAl 1 Jewreod
EGIN

. X told the Congress account-holders that it had not taken any action on the
government’s demand.

X ¥ I WTdT YRPI Y HgT &b 3T TIPR T FAT X DI HRATS Tal T gl

. “‘Under what basis was this demand issued,” Congress spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate asked on Thursday, defending the posts.

"R YR WX Ig AR S A 7 A FEAE JaFar AT AT A qeaR H g,
qIeet &7 ST A E

. The BJP has said that the clip cuts off at a misleading point.

HIL.S.UL. o el T FerT v rard Qe & e ST 8

. The 14C used powers granted under Section 79(3)(b) of the Information
Technology Act, 2000 to send notices to X to take down the video.

14C & =T Sl srfarfagsr, 2000 & 4RT 79(3)(b) F ded Wi ATFAT H1
Waﬂﬁgtrxafraﬁ%ﬁr gClal & alfed Sl

. In March, 14C was authorised and designated as an agency to issue ‘Take
Down Notices’ to social media intermediaries and platforms to remove “unlawful
content”.

AT H, 14C & Toh Toldl & &7 H Wiftiehd foham amr a1 3R 38 @erer Aifsar Aege
3R colewAt 1 “3rder gAY gere & AT TR SET Afew S e & IRER
e arar o)

. Other than 14C, this power is entrusted to all law enforcement agencies,
including the State police.
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14C & 37eTTT, J§ TSR Ff FleT Faciar TaAfal, e T gferw off enfdrer g, &t
giar ar=r g1
e The I4C was established by the Home Ministry to provide a framework and ecosystem

for these law enforcement agencies to monitor and deal with cybercrime in a
coordinated and comprehensive manner.

14C T 3¢ HATST GaRT FATAT AT 14T T, 1feh g Hlofel Taciel Toitadl i Teh
grar 3R gIRFEATIHT a7 vl T I, difs d e’ IR Fr HIREr 3R Fger
F THAfCdd 3R THT Wb T FL Toh|

e A government official said that notices under Section 79(3)(b) of the IT Act to take
down online content can be issued even without the registration of a First Information
Report (FIR).

F WEN FFR A Fgr & gaar dig@fedr sfafames i arr 79(3)(0) & T8 d
HiTergeT WL e & fov aAifew ugelt aar RO (FIR) & doiinior & foar o
ST fRT ST @t gl

e 14C CEO Rajesh Kumar did not answer queries on whether any FIR had been filed in
this case.

1AC % CEO U9 FAR A 3H HHA & Ig oAg1 Il foh AT 1S FIR ST HT 775§

Eklavya schools struggle to meet 5%
PVTG sub-quota; dropouts on the rise

!GS Pager I: Societ_x |

NEW DELHI

About four years after the
Centre introduced a sub-
quota of 5% for the Particu-
larly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs) in admis-
sions to Eklavya Model Re-
sidential Schools for tribal
students across the coun-
try, government data show
that they are struggling to
meet this quota. Just 3.4%
of students in these
schools now are from these
communities.

The number of such stu-
dents dropping out has
been rising for three years
in a row. Data obtained by
The Hindu through the
Right to Information Act
show that of the 1,30,101
students enrolled into all
407 such functional
schools as of October,
4,480 belong to PVTG
communities, which
amounts to about 3.4% of
the total student popula-
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Of the 1.3 lakh students in 407 Eklavya Model Re5|dent|al Schools as
of October, 4,480 belong to PVTG communities. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tion at these schools.

The data showed that
States that had the most
students — Madhya Pra-
desh, Chhattisgarh, 0Od-
isha, and Gujarat — were
struggling to meet the 5%
quota. In Madhya Pradesh,
PVTG students account for
3.8% of the total students,
in Chhattisgarh, they make
up 2.74% of the student
population, whereas in

Gujarat, just 21 students
out of the total 10,688 be-
long to PVTG communi-
ties.

This comes even as go-
vernment data tabled in
the Lok Sabha on Thursday
showed that more and
more PVTG students had
been dropping out of these
schools for the past three
years. Tabling this data in
response to a question

from DMK MP Kanimozhi,
the Tribal Affairs Ministry
said that in 202122, 10
PVTG  students  had
dropped out. This had in-
creased to 14 in 2022-23,
and to 18 in the following
academic year.

“Infrastructure  gaps,
teacher shortage, pressure
to work for earning, quali-
ty of education, are some
of the reasons for drop
out,” the reply tabled by
Union Minister of State for
Tribal Affairs Durgadas Ui-
key said.

The provision to intro-
duce a 5% sub-quota for
PVTG students in admis-
sions to these schools was
introduced after their ad-
ministration was central-
ised by setting up the Na-
tional Education Society
for  Tribal Students
(NESTS) in 2019. The first
set of guidelines issued by
the NESTS in 2020 accom-
modated this in the reser-
vation matrix.
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Eklavya schools struggle to meet 5% PVTG sub-
guota; dropouts on the rise

UHded TRl P 5% PVTG 3Y-HIET QU FA A FHiSars
8 W& ¢ Tl BIse dTal T F&AT 7 qofT 8 W &

Struggles with PVTG Sub-Quota in Eklavya Model Residential Schools
§aey Alse A faggTerdl # PVTG ga-Farer #1 gaifaar

Website: patrioticias.in
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4 years after the Centre introduced a subqguota of 5% for Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGSs), government data shows that they are struggling to meet this
quota.

g WHER A 4 Wl g AT T F Faganefiar SaardTr @oggh (PVTGs) & faw 5%
FI-FAIET Jor FHAT 41, WA 3ThsT & IHTAR ¥ WHEHT 8 [ A A Fo¥ T @
gl

Just 3.4% of students in these schools are from PVTG communities.

31 fag@mel & Faa 3.4% B PVIG dHeril & gl

The number of PVTG students dropping out has been rising for three years in a row.
PVTG BTl &T STq3m3e 3i&sr oo d asf & 96 @ 2l

Data obtained through the Right to Information Act shows that 1,30,101 students

were enrolled in 407 schools as of October, with 4,480 students from PVTG
communities, amounting to about 3.4% of the total student population.

I F FOFR (RT) FfAfATw & qga aroa snwst @ gar aoar § & e o
1,30,101 BT 407 ¥l H am#Aifhd &, [S6 4,480 B PVTG FHert & 4, ST Hel

BT TEIT T ITHIT 3.4% B
States with the most students, such as Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
and Gujarat, are struggling to meet the 5% quota.

N T Fa HfOw oF wEAr g ¥, 5 6 Je wdwr, Sdiaerg, nfEe 3 e,

3 5% PIET T FA 7 Hioars & @ ¢
o InMadhya Pradesh, PVTG students account for 3.8% of the total student
population.
HET YU A, PVTG ©TF el ©1F TEAT & 3.8% &
o In Chhattisgarh, they make up 2.74% of the student population.
Sdraerg A, I BT ol BT HEAT HM 2.74% ¢ |
o In Gujarat, just 21 students out of the total 10,688 students belong to PVTG
communities.
TS A, Fef 10,688 BT H A dhael 21 B PVTG FHeET ¥ £
Government data tabled in the Lok Sabha on Thursday showed that more and more
PVTG students have been dropping out for the past three years.




GS Paper II:
India-France

NEW DELHI

India and France on Thurs-
day signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
for the development of the
new National Museum, on
the lines of the Louvre in
Paris, at the historic North
Block and South Block in
the national capital. The
museum, named Yuga Yu-
geen Bharat, when com-
pleted would be the largest
in the world.

The agreement was
signed by Herve Barbaret,
Director General and CEO
of France Museums, and
B.R. Mani, Director Gener-
al of the National Museum
of India.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, who was pre-
sent at the signing, said, “I
think we would veritably
be seeing the inspiration
for the remaking of Bha-
rat,” when South Block and
North Block become the
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TEAR F NHFHT H T THA Hihgl & gar a1 & Ao fa ast & afew @

FO®F PVTG S ST93M3C & W/ &

o 1In2021-22, 10 PVTG students dropped out.
2021-22 &, 10 PVTG BTEt oY 319373¢ ol
o In 2022-23, the number increased to 14 students.
2022-23 #, Ig HEAT SRR 14 BT O IgT TS|
o Inthe following academic year (2023-24), the number further increased to 18

students.

3Ter eI ¥ (2023-24) H, Ig TEAT To 18 BHET do qgd TS|
The Tribal Affairs Ministry attributed the dropouts to infrastructure gaps, teacher
shortages, pressure to work for earning, and quality of education.

SASATNT ATHAT HATAT o7 STIIEC & PR & & H FaTdATCHS AT, a1 A
wll, T F AT F1 FA FT garE, 3R R A 0T A GHEACTR ST

The provision for a 5% sub-quota for PVTG students was introduced after the
administration of these schools was centralized by establishing the National Education
Society for Tribal Students (NESTS) in 2019.

PVTG Bt & faT 5% Wa-Faler T Yaele dd U a1 a/m 519 o faegrerdt &
YRITES T 2019 F USE et FATST (NESTS) GaRT Shgiehal R aram|

The first set of guidelines issued by NESTS in 2020 accommodated this sub-quota in
the reservation matrix.

2020 # NESTS @Rt 9 fFw arv gga feen-fadet & s@ q-wraler &1 smaror Aftew
H iAo fhar |

India and France sign MoU
for new National Museum
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The delegates from India and France sign the agreement for the
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development of the new National Museum on Thursday. PTI

kind of museums that are
envisaged.

“It is a very important
expression of international
cooperation. We are also
seeing a very important
cultural collaboration and,
as all of you know, culture
is in a sense the essence of
soft power,” Mr. Jaishankar
said.

“With France, we have
had a strong relationship,
what in our profession we
call strategic partnership,

and underpinning that In-
dia and France see each
other as important poles in
a multi-polar world,” he
said.

The ‘Yuga Yugeen Bha-
rat’ museum will be deve-
loped through adaptive
reuse in collaboration with
France, which is renowned
for its expertise in such
projects — exemplified by
the Louvre, the Grand Pa-
lais, and the Hotel de la
Marine.

India and France sign MoU
for new National Museum

R AR Wi A AT T
dIgrerd & fow gHsitar A
P gEaiER fev

India and France Sign MoU for National
Museum Development

R IR Wi F TET T F fFew F v
gHSIaT AT (MoU) 9T g¥areR frw
. India and France signed a Memorandum

of Understanding (MoU) on Thursday for the
development of the new National Museum, on the
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lines of the Louvre in Paris, at the historic North Block and South Block in the
national capital.

RT AR B & AR A TF FAFAAT AT (MoU) W g fre s a7s wsdr
HIETeT ¥ e F AT ¥, 5 oRw & ataldr g WIS wereneh F e
AT a3 AEY sdAlE A T

e The museum, named Yuga Yugeen Bharat, when completed, would be the largest in
the world.
HAGTeIT T AT AT Faflel R T@T ST, 3N ST T§ QT g, & Ig gfadm &1 wad
3T HAGTAT 19T

e The agreement was signed by Herve Barbaret, Director General and CEO of France
Museums, and B.R. Mani, Director General of the National Museum of India.

TASd W aEk, e Fgfoaw & Agfades 3 @iga, ik fam. afn, asd

HIAGTIT R F HAgIASAUF o g&dAeR fhU|

o External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, who was present at the signing, said, “I think
we would veritably be seeing the inspiration for the remaking of Bharat,” when South
Block and North Block become the kind of museums that are envisaged.

faeer 7l o, SRR, S AR GARE & Hisg 4, 7 FeT, "HI o9 § F §H
I # HRA & YA & fIT O <8l S A13Y sdlieh 3R AR solleh a8
Y & GIBTAT Feidl [SleTdhl Fegall Hr 1S &l

o Jaishankar further stated, “It is a very important expression of international cooperation.
We are also seeing a very important cultural collaboration and, as all of you know,
culture is in a sense the essence of soft power.”

STEHT o HIY el "TE HARIASET TeAT T Uk g Agea Ui AfHcafad &1 g7
TS g Heeaqul HEpiceh FEAT 8 W T & 3R S o 3T @elr Sieid &
TEHIT U TR & AarHA AfFa (FiFe 9raw) # aR 5l

o “With France, we have had a strong relationship, what in our profession we call

strategic partnership, and underpinning that India and France see each other as
important poles in a multi-polar world,” he said.

"I & 1Y, AN I Uk FAolqd HeY g, T §A 39 99 # graARe |eier) g
€, 3R 3EH IUR R HRA 3R HE TH-GIN A Tg-YAT gfaar & FAgeaqur YT #A=dl
g," 3egisl g

e The ‘Yuga Yugeen Bharat’ museum will be developed through adaptive reuse in

collaboration with France, which is renowned for its expertise in such projects —
exemplified by the Louvre, the Grand Palais, and the Hotel de la Marine.

I FAlT R HAGTAT 1 el oT: 3UANT & ATCTH § Wi & AY Aol
fofaa foram SToem, S 30 e & doieed & 9er avardr & fow ey § -
ST o dtay, oz wetw, 3R ged 3 o Ade ganT 3O fahar = g
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‘India is highest tariff major economy’

[GS Paper IlI: External Sector]

Both India and US. need to lower tariffs to boost trade and make it ‘fair and equal’, says U.S. envoy; points to 10-fold increase

in bilateral trade despite difficulties on both sides and America becoming India’s number one trading partner

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

.S. Ambassador to
Ulndia Eric Garcetti
on Thursday said

India is the “highest tariff”
major economy in the
world and New Delhi and
Washington need to work
together to lower tariffs to
increase trade for making
it “fair and equal”.

His comment comes
days after U.S. President-
elect Donald Trump said
that India charged “a lot”
of tariff, reiterating his in-
tention to impose recipro-
cal tariffs in retaliation for
what New Delhi would im-

Tariff war: Mr. Garcetti observed that as the two countries “become
closer”, they are able to be “more blunt” with each other. pTi

pose on the import of cer-
tain American products.
Addressing an event or-
ganised by the U.S.-India
Business Council (USIBC)
here, Mr. Garcetti observed
that as the two countries

“become closer”, they are
able to be “more blunt”
with each other.

“We need together to
lower tariffs, not to see
them go up. We need to-
gether to increase trade

and to make it more fair
and equal. We need to to-
gether make sure that
there’s training and talent
that meets the needs of
companies on both sides of
the Indo Pacific,” he said.

In an interactive session
after his address, Mr. Gar-
cetti pointed out that “des-
pite the difficulties on both
sides”, the India-U.S. bilat-
eral trade had witnessed a
“10-fold increase”, with
America becoming the
country’s number one
trading partner.

“I think that as you hear,
as recently as yesterday,
President-elect Trump talk
about trade and how tariffs

‘India is highest tariff major economy’

‘U A ATF dag JIed A el 9@ Adeaaean

%.,

need to be done fairly, let
us have honest conversa-
tions. I think it’s helpful for
us to speak bluntly, but let
us use that as a starting
point to negotiate much
more deeply than we do,”
the U.S. Ambassador to In-
dia said.

He further outlined that
even though the U.S. and
India don’t really talk in
ambitious ways about
trade, yet the two coun-
tries have expanded trade
ten-fold since 2001. Mr.
Trump has repeatedly
claimed that India is a “ta-
riff king” and imposes “tre-
mendously high” tariffs on
American products.

Both India and U.S. need to lower tariffs to boost trade and make it
‘fair and equal’, says U.S. envoy; points to 10-fold increase in bilateral
trade despite difficulties on both sides and America becoming India’s

number one trading partner

IANFT o & FeT F oW AR IARFT A AR A Forar & AR
30 ‘fAvqeT 3 AR 9« & QAT INE F4 FF H T WG ¢ ) galt
$1 Hfeargal & arasE gfavey SR & 10 A g5 g§ ¥ AR

IANFT HRT FT daX TF IANIRE FEIER o ITAT ¢

U.S. Ambassador Eric Garcetti Calls for Lower Tariffs in India
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U.S. Ambassador to India, Eric Garcetti, on Thursday said that India is the “highest
tariff’ major economy in the world, and New Delhi and Washington need to work
together to lower tariffs and increase trade to make it “fair and equal”.

AR & IARAT Tolgg e TR F AR AN Fa1 & 0Ra gfaar A ga@ sTHTH
¢Fw arelt wog@ Irdegaeyr B, 3 a$ Reeh sk afirea # v wr faww o
FH F AR AR dg@ A SR ¢ dIfF I8 “Farqer R q#@=” 8|

His comment came days after U.S. President-elect Donald Trump said that India

charged “a lot” of tariffs, reiterating his intention to impose reciprocal tariffs in
retaliation for what New Delhi would impose on the import of certain American products.

¥ feoqoft I 3$ 519 AR Uegufa-gAra e gFa A Fel o R “aga” SF
THadt §, 3R 3 I o Fer fF ag ufeety # gfdadt ¢ oemer &1 sver @A §,

ST fh IR $T AR IcUmel & AT W ey

Addressing an event organized by the U.S.-India Business Council (USIBC), Mr.
Garcetti observed that as the two countries “become closer,” they are able to be “more
blunt” with each other.

Ju-33ar faeaw FB3RAT (USIBC) garl 3MRASId Ueh SRishA #, A1 amdér ¥ gt
for SR & I er e 3 € T UEHgEN & A1Y “SAIET ¥9SE g T &

“We need together to lower tariffs, not to see them go up. We need together to
increase trade and to make it more fair and equal,” he said.

GH Th T AR & FH FIA H AW §, 3¢ 96 §U AT GG AT §H
Teh Y TR AR 98 i SR § 3R 38 =gt iR @A dare =@1fge,”
30'6'“@ hel|

“We need to together make sure that there’s training and talent that meets the needs of
companies on both sides of the Indo-Pacific,” he added.

‘GH Ueh WY Ig ARG AT g 7 gl qait & g21-4fAfhew A Safaar
HEIHATIHT I G e & Torw gfdraor ik wfasm g1, 3wl S|

In an interactive session after his address, Mr. Garcetti pointed out that despite
difficulties on both sides, the India-U.S. bilateral trade had witnessed a “10-fold
increase”, with America becoming the country’s number one trading partner.

AT 91T & §IC U FalEcHS IF H, A T o Fer et valt F Fisasar
aTaetE, HRA-3ARST SRl AR “10 a1 e £ &, 3R IARHT 379 &1 F1
A UF AIIRE WEER a7 a7 gl

“I think that as you hear, as recently as yesterday, President-elect Trump talk about
trade and how tariffs need to be done fairly, let us have honest conversations. I think

it's helpful for us to speak bluntly, but let us use that as a starting point to negotiate
much more deeply than we do,” the U.S. Ambassador to India said.

‘AT ofeTell § T S 39 Goidl, i gTel & H e, Wegufa-gad g g o AR 3R
&FH A S ArEqe allE @ A T G B A, A §H §AEIER aTadid Bl wfgwl J3
e g o gAR foT @9 Sierr wraeHe 8, Aol g7 ST SEAHATST Ueh @3MTcl
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He further outlined that even though the U.S. and India don’t really talk in ambitious

ways about trade, yet the two countries have expanded trade ten-fold since 2001.

3egiet 3T g f& grelifeh 3R AR 9RT SR & IR # avaa F Agcarwieh
& F a1 A& FIC, T o gt Geif & 2001 @ AR F &W I FEOES 8

Mr. Trump has repeatedly claimed that India is a “tariff king” and imposes

“tremendously high tariffs” on American products.
ot TFT A IR-IR IE arar [Rar § F oRa “dFm &1 g’ § AR 3AREr 3emer
“qgd ITA” EFH ST ¢

Centre sets June 26
deadline for solar
firms to adopt
India-made solar cells

IGS Paper Il
Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

In a step towards discou-
raging foreign imports of
components used in solar
panel manufacturing, the
Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy (MNRE)
has set a deadline of June
'26, after which solar com-
panies must use only India-
made solar photovoltaic
cells in their panels to par-
ticipate in government
procurement

programmes.

“With installed capacity
of solar PV cells in the
country expected to in-
crease substantially in next
year, it has been proposed
to issue List-II of solar PV
cells under ALMM, which
shall be effective from 1 st
June 2026,” says an office
order from the MNRE, is-
sued earlier this month.

‘List-IT" refers to a list of
companies that make solar
cells. Indian solar compa-
nies primarily rely on solar
cells from China and
Southeast Asia. Relying on
domestic supplies is ho-
wever likely to make solar
power costlier.

Schemes such as the
375,000 crore PM rooftop-
solar programme, PM Ku-
sum programmes that part
pay the cost of installing
solar panels to urban and
rural consumers, must
source panels from domes-
tic companies approved by
the MNRE.

“The price of Indian so-
lar cells are 1.5 time to
twice that of those from
China even after Basic Cus-
toms Duty. Such high pric-
es can drive up the cost of
capital cost of solar power
projects by ¥5-10 million
per megawatt. This will

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS

raise tariffs by 40-50 paise
per unit,” Sehul Bhatt, Di-

rector- Research, Crisil
Market Intelligence and
Analytics, said in a
statement.

So far, 92 gigawatt of so-
lar capacity has been in-
stalled in India. Currently,
India has installed solar-
module manufacturing ca-
pacity of about 63 GW and
solar-cell manufacturing
capacity of about 5.8 GW.
Government and industry
estimates expect that 80
GW of module capacity
will be added by 2027 and
cell manufacturing capaci-
ty rise to 60 GW by FY27,
with 30,000 crore in
investments.

Earlier this year, the
MNRE introduced a list of
Approved List of Module
Manufacturers. Those set-
ting up solar installations
and wishing to avail of go-
vernment subsidies neces-
sarily had to source mo-
dules only from these
manufacturers. These lists
are part of a larger govern-
ment strategy to encourage
domestic production of so-
lar panels, however India
still lacks the capacity to
manufacture components
used in cells such as wafers
and ingots and will conti-
nue to depend on China
and South east Asia for
these.

Centre sets June ’26 deadline for solar
FIrms to adopt India-made solar cells

Fg o ¥R Fufaal & aRa & [T @k
A A9 & AT ST 26 Fr 7T AT a7
)

India Sets Deadline for Using Only Domestic Solar Cells

AR o Fae We] W FRAFET F1 39309 & F fav gog @ aa
&

e The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has set a
deadline of June 2026, after which solar companies must use only
Indian-made solar photovoltaic cells in their panels to participate in
government procurement programmes.

a$ 3R Aol Fa1 #AET (MNRE) o I 2026 T g7 AT qF
1 g, ras a1g @R Fufdat & 379 Y 7 Fad sRd Afda @k
weaifeed FIRASTHT FT ITAT FAT g9 IS I FER @lg FrEAFAT
H AT o dEd ol

eThe installed capacity of solar PV cells in the country is expected to

increase substantially in the next year, and a proposal to issue List-1l of
solar PV cells under ALMM will come into effect from 1st June 2026.

ger Fuly it FfRAF3i1 H TG &737dT 307 TTel FTHY TGt I
37 B, 3INALMM & dga R didt sifdremmat & =1l 1 57 2026 @
EEICTRAC
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o List-ll refers to a list of companies that manufacture solar cells. Indian solar companies
primarily rely on solar cells from China and Southeast Asia.

Fl-Il 377 uferat 1 T F TR A § S AR PRAEC S §| R 'R
Hufeal 7eg &9 @ e AR fEor-qd R d @ Rt @ @R w2l

¢ Relying on domestic supplies is likely to make solar power costlier.
o] AMYfd W) A gt § 6 Solt A gl Fehell &

e Schemes like the ¥75,000 crore PM rooftop solar programme and PM Kusum
programmes will require solar panels to be sourced from domestic companies
approved by the MNRE.

75,000 FU3 fiuer whera W FRFH AR PM FI& FrFA! Sl o3t 7 @R
Ufeil Sl MNRE @RT Flia B[ FATAAT & 9o L= glam|
e The price of Indian solar cells is 1.5 to 2 times that of those from China, even after

Basic Customs Duty. This could increase the capital cost of solar power projects by
%5-10 million per megawatt, raising tariffs by 40-50 paise per unit.

AR @R et S Sred dew B FftEEt 1.5 @ 2 9 AR ¢, T8 dw &
IRF FEew A F a o sa@ W@ FoT RIS Hr gEit dmra 5-10 AfeTeT
yfar A9mmare d% ¢ Fehdhl 8, 3N EFT F 40-50 ¥ 9fq gfAe 1 ST & FhT B

e So far, 92 gigawatts of solar capacity has been installed in India.
319 T, ARG A 92 3iemare @R a1 T & TS g

e India currently has installed solar module manufacturing capacity of about 63 GW
and solar-cell manufacturing capacity of about 5.8 GW.

IAATT H, AR # 63 GW T WR ATgger fA#Tor avean 31 5.8 Gw i w1k :fdrar
faaTor arAaT

e Government and industry estimates expect that 80 GW of module capacity will be added
by 2027 and cell manufacturing capacity will rise to 60 GW by FY27, with ¥30,000
crore investments.

THR 3R 36T & ITAT & 38R, 2027 dF 80 GW HIST &THAT SiIgr Srwai
IR FY27 a& RS AATT 87741 SR 60 GW g SITee, T5a# 30,000 F05 T

forder gamm|

o Earlier this year, the MNRE introduced a list of Approved List of Module
Manufacturers, requiring those setting up solar installations to source modules from
these manufacturers to avail of government subsidies.

S8 Ay I YR H, MNRE & Atgger faatanat # w&dfiga = aor &1, fowa a@lv
FUTIAT el dlel FHUfidl S ahRr Wfowst ured & & v g A @ Algger

9TCd &l bl 3aTehdr gieaf|

e These lists are part of a larger government strategy to encourage domestic production
of solar panels, but India still lacks the capacity to manufacture components used in
cells such as wafers and ingots.

T gt @k deal #1 e 3cIe ol & [T FIHR v 997 wEhfa & e
g, dfehed 3R & urg HIRAFIHT 7 39AT gt drer geant 1 A 31K geoew
fAATT &eet Y aear T B
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e India will continue to depend on China and Southeast Asia for these components.

HRA 31 Teehl & fow dier 3R gfdior-qd offar o @i w@em

Mass rape orchestrator gets
20-year jail term in France

[Essay and Ethics: GS Paper IV |

Agence France-Presse
AVIGNON

A court on Thursday sen-
tenced a French man to 20
years jail for committing
and orchestrating the mass
rapes of his now former
wife Gisele Pelicot with do-
zens of strangers, but her
children expressed disap-
pointment at what they
saw as overly-lenient sen-
tences for the other men
convicted.

The convictions of all 51
defendants and their sen-
tencing brought toa close a
three-month trial that has
horrified France, resonat-
ed across the world and
turned Gisele Pelicot into
an icon of female courage.

Dominique Pelicot, who
had already confessed to
the crimes, was earlier
found guilty by the court in
the southern city of Avig-

Gisele Pelicot

non. His 50 co-defendants
were also convicted by the
court, with no acquittals.

They received jail terms
of between three and 15
years — less than what pro-
secutors had demanded.
Two of these defendants
had their jail terms sus-
pended.

The three Pelicot chil-
dren “are disappointed by
these low sentences,” said
a family member, asking
not to be identified, adding

that there was “no ques-
tion” of any of the children
wanting to speak to their
father after the conviction.

Delivering sentence, the
presiding judge said Domi-
nique Pelicot will not be
eligible for parole until he
has served two thirds of his
sentence.

Dominique Pelicot, 72,
has admitted to drugging
Gisele Pelicot for almost a
decade so he and strangers
he recruited online could
rape her.

The case has sparked
protests and drew fresh at-
tention to male violence in
France.

Rights activists hope
that the trial will lead to
change in society.

“It’s time that the ma-
cho, patriarchal society
that trivialises rape chang-
es,” Gisele Pelicot said in
November.

Mass rape
orchestrator gets 20-
year jail term in
France

AHfeF TACPR F
IR T BT A 20
el T Siel &l Tl

French Man Sentenced to 20
Years for Orchestrating Mass
Rapes

wH SafFT B ARF TAeERT
$r gifarer WS F AT 20 grer iy
ol

« A French court sentenced

Dominique Pelicot to 20 years in jail
for committing and orchestrating the

mass rapes of his now former wife, Gisele Pelicot, with dozens of strangers.

HIAT 37ETeld o SifAfas dade &l 30 39 qd Ui fate dadie & a1y das
HTATIEAT GaNT g Tollcehl el 3N 38 HIATST et & felw 20 |rel T Fal
grg|

e The children of Gisele Pelicot expressed disappointment at what they saw as overly
lenient sentences for the other 50 defendants convicted in the case.

freter dawie & aeal o 39 397 50 FfAGFAT & AT S Hr S, 3H W AR ST,
St 35T eTHR qgel goht oA

e Al 51 defendants were convicted, and their sentencing concluded a three-month trial

that shocked France and gained global attention.

Tl 51 AFRYeFel FY ST ST AT, IR AR TN A AT A FT HFeHT TACT
&3, ToEel i T &30 Y A 3R ARaeh et e fepam

e Dominique Pelicot, who had already confessed to the crimes, was found guilty by the
court in Avignon, a city in southern France.
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sifafa® daFIe, [Segia ggat & IRrel &7 el fhar ar, &1 ofder, St i i &
cferol ey & U g, T 3fereld = gt grm|

e The 50 co-defendants received jail terms ranging from 3 to 15 years, which were less
than what prosecutors had demanded.

50 Hg-ATAFFdl T 3 @ 15 WIel ofeh 1 Foll M, St fAAert carr &l a8 wor 4
FH AT

e Two defendants had their jail terms suspended.
ar rfdgeal 1 wor wfd X & TS

« A family member of the Pelicot children stated that they were disappointed by the low
sentences and confirmed that there was no intention to speak to their father after the
conviction.

aferhlc geeil & Toh GRAR Tedd o Fel {6 o fawar wan & favmer § 3R g o qise
N F Tom F ¢ T 39 VAT A FE 1T AL FAT AEA|

o The presiding judge stated that Dominique Pelicot will not be eligible for parole until he
has served two-thirds of his sentence.

3eeT FARneer o el 6 SAfE YAwe F sah o #1 ar e R @ e
e e 1 HWHR FET Hem|

o Dominique Pelicot, aged 72, admitted to drugging his wife, Gisele Pelicot, for almost a
decade so he and strangers he recruited online could rape her.

sAfAF Yddle, ST 7291 & § 3 TR har fF 3egia 379e Tl Aot ddshie &t
ST Th 2P doh IMell UGIT She a8 AR TSl JSATIAT Pl 3egiel AST HAT
fRaT, 3 38 TATHR FX TF|

e The case has led to protests and brought attention to male violence in France.
5H A o fair yeete fhe 3R e A gt qanr T W eare sre¥a faa

¢ Rights activists hope that this trial will lead to societal change in how rape is viewed.
HAFR FEFAIN HT AT § 6 Tg HheHd TATST F qgaATE T HROT A1 o6
TR BT A SWT ST &

e Gisele Pelicot expressed in November that it's time for the macho, patriarchal society
that trivializes rape to change.

foter dade o AEa A @er {6 g TAT § T o wue, Rqaarcns @ S
FlchR & THATT T §, 39 deolaT aTgu|
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